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Sri Lanka- Mahat hir
SRI LANKA NEEDS LEADERS LI KE MAHATHI R, SAYS M N STER

By: Azman U ang

COLOMBO, Aug 12 (Bernamm) -- Sri Lanka needs | eaders |ike Ml aysi an
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and Singapore Senior Mnister
Lee Kuan Yew whose "fairly tough" |eadership has done their countries a |ot
of good, Commerce and Consumer Affairs Mnister Ravi Karunanayake said
t oday.

And he said Sri Lanka certainly needed a conplete reorientation of its
political system because largely politicking and politicians had done
"i measur abl e" danage to the country.

"We need | eaders |ike Mahathir and Lee Kuan Yew who govern in a fairly
tough manner but which is benevolently good for the country,” he told a
group of visiting Ml aysian journalists at his residence here.

He spoke of how the entire country had been ni smanaged through w ong
political directions.

Karunanayake said the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tam | Eelam (LTTE) had
brought charges like the mnority Tam|ls were being oppressed and
suppressed to justify its existence.

"But ny feeling is that the entire country has been oppressed and
suppressed. As nmuch as the Tanils say they have been oppressed, the
Si nhal ese and the Muslins are al so oppressed. The najority Sinhal ese nake
up 76 per cent, Tamils 17 per cent and Muslins 7 per cent of the country's
19 million population.

"It is a conpletely m smanaged country that has resulted in such
probl enms conming out,"” said the straight-tal king mnister.

But he said the governnent under Prinme Mnister Ranil W ckrenesighe
which came to power in Decenber 2001 had taken it upon itself to try to
change the course of Sri Lanka and to |lead the people to a new future

Only two nonths after being voted in, Wckrenesi ghe, who he descri bed
as a visionary |eader, managed to secure the LTTE s agreenent to sign a
ceasefire to the 20-year civil war, the number one problem the country has
been grappling wth.

"Now t he war has been converted to peace. My feeling is that they (the
LTTE) are ready for peace. Through the process there will be turbul ent
times. We just went through one of those air pockets and probably we wll
cone out and start talking with themin Septenber," he said of the stalled
peace tal ks.

He was confident that an interim admnistration as part of
power-sharing in the country's troubled North and East could be put in
pl ace within the next three to four nonths.

This would lead to a nore permanent peaceful resolutin to the ethnic
conflict in the next two years.

As he put it: "Peace is there. It is how you basically comrercialise
the process that will basically confirm that peace is established.”

Karunanayake said in a country like Sri Lanka, he believed that people
would not turn to terrorist activity if they had jobs, salaries and houses
to live in.

"Sonetines they have no choice but to join the terrorist novenment for
their survival," he said.

"What we are doing is we are trying to commercialise the peace
process,"” he said.

Karunanayake's views on terrorism unleashed in Sri Lanka during the war
that has claimed 65,000 |ives were equally blunt.



"The nost inportant thing now is that terrorists know that they have a
very limted lifespan left for them

"And the LTTE knows this nost. They are a ruthless terrorist
organi sation and the whole world cannot ignore if they renege on this
(ceasefire) agreement. Tine is running out for terrorism" he said.

Turning to the econony, he said froma negative growth when the present
government took over, Sri Lanka's econony had turned around to a positive
4.8 per cent with creating a conducive investnment clinmte given top
priority.

Wth the dawni ng of peace, it achieved the highest ever single year
foreign investnent of US$280 mllion (RML.064 billion) last year, up a
whoppi ng 160 per cent froma year earlier.

The basic policy is opening up markets through free trade agreenents
(FTA), the npbst successful one so far is with India while FTA's with the
United States, European Union, Thailand, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Egypt are
on the cards.

Karunanayake, who is visiting Malaysia at the end of the nonth, said he
woul d di scuss the possibility of Sri Lanka having a sinmlar FTA with
Mal aysia in discussions with International Trade and Industry Mnister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Citing an exanple of the benefits of such FTA between the two
countries, he said Malaysia's car naker Proton could access the huge
nei ghbouring Indian auto market if it sets up a plant in Sri Lanka.

"Sonme Japanese car nekers are already eyeing Sri Lanka with a view to
getting into the Indian narket," he said.

- - BERNAMA

AU HS MFJ RM



	SRI LANKA NEEDS LEADERS LIKE MAHATHIR, SAYS MINISTER (Bernama 12/08/2003)

