02 JUL 2003

LANGKAW - DI ALOGUE

SOMVE 350 PARTI Cl PANTS TO ATTEND TECHNOLOGY AND BUSI NESS PARTNERSHI P
DI ALOGUE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad and the Prine Mnister of Thailand, Dr Thaksin Shinawatra
will attend the Ml aysi a- Thai |l and Technol ogy and Busi ness Partnership

Di al ogue to be held at Langkawi on July 27 and July 28 2003

The two premiers would deliver an address at the opening plenary
session of the dialogue, a statenent from Mal aysi an | ndustry- Gover nment
Group for Hi gh Technol ogy (M GHT) said today.

The dialogue is jointly organised by MCHT and the National Science and
Technol ogy Devel opnent Agency (NSTDA), Thail and.

It is ainmed at pronoting closer collaboration in economc and
t echnol ogi cal devel opnent between Ml aysia and Thailand, M GHT said.

Wth the thenme "Harnessing Strategic Business and Technol ogy
Partnership for Economic Gowth", the dialogue would bring together nore
than 350 participants conprising key economnic devel opment officials and
policy nakers from relevant mnistries, captains of industry and
entrepreneurs from both countries.

Deputy prinme minister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi woul d deliver an
address at the closing of the dialogue, prior to that, mnister of
international trade and industry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz would present a
paper on catalysing intra-regional trade through technol ogy and econonic
i ntegration.

Meanwhil e, the minister of science and technology of Thail and, Phini ]
Jarusonbat woul d present a paper on the role of science and technology in
know edged- based econony, M GHT sai d.

The parallel sessions of the dialogue would focus on four key areas
nanel y agro-hbi otechnol ogy and agriculture, Information and Comuni cati on
Technol ogy (ICT), industry - autonotive and electric and el ectronic and
eco-tourism

M GHT said through the parallel sessions, concrete actions through on
projects that would provide new dynam sm for ensuring long term
sustainability of both countries, would be explored and identified.

"Wth Ml aysia and Thailand sharing the common objectives of pronoting
greater conpetitiveness of its econony and industry, both countries
recogni se the trenendous potential and and benefits that can be achieved
from bilateral collaboration, technology partnership and networking," it
sai d.

Mal aysia was Thailand's fifth largest trading partner while Thail and
ranks as Ml aysia's seventh |argest trading partner.

Mal aysia records its bilateral trade with Thailand anbunting to US$7.13
billion (RM27.094 billion) in 2002

"Wth the lowering of tariffs and |arge conbi ned market of al npost 90
mllion people, there is potential to further expand the two-way trade in
goods and services," M GHT said.

Moreover, with the changes in the global econonmic |andscape, it is
crucial for Milaysia and Thailand to enrich and | everage on their existing
bilateral initiatives to pronpte econonic grow h.

For enhanced partnership, it is inperative that both countries continue
to collectively explore new paradi gm towards technol ogy-driven
conpetitiveness at regional and international |evel and also adopt a nore
effective paradigmthat will not only sustain the current growth nonentum
but al so hel ped the economies in facing future chall enges.



The dialogue is expected to serve as an inportant bilateral platformto
del i berate key issues pertaining to generating new business opportunities
and confronting the regional and gl obal econom c chall enges.

Further information on Ml aysi a-Thail and Technol ogy and Busi ness
Di al ogue can be acquired from the dial ogue secretariat at 03-8888 1806
(Raja) or 1850 (Aida) or e-mmil at corpcomm@ri ght.org. my. -- BERNAMA
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