05 FEB 2003
Sport s- Canoei ng (Host)
M SI A BI DS FOR ASI AN CANCElI NG MEET HOST JOB

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 6 (Bernamae) -- Ml aysia has offered to host the Asian
Caneoi ng Chanpi onship 2003, said Youth and Sports M nister Datuk
H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n.

He said the nove to bid for the event's host job was spurred by the
encouragi ng response at the International Canoeing Invitational
Chanpi onship held at the Tasi k Putrajaya here.

Fifteen nations are taking part in the three-day invitational
chanpi onshi p, launched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhaned.

"I hope it will catalyse the growh of watersport in the country as we
have great potential like rivers and water catchnment zones which can be use
to develop the sport,"” he said after the function.

He said the governnent was prepared to provide the required
infrastructures while the relevant sports bodies needed to play an active
role to develop it at all levels of the society.

He said funds were available for the devel opnent of sports but it was
up to the sports associations and officials to show their conmtnent.

"Sports devel opment depends on the conmitnent of associations and
officials entrusted to develop it at the grassroot |evel apart from
uneart hing and devel opi ng new talents in the gane," he said.

Asked on whet her canoeing would be included in the 2004 Ml aysi a Ganes,
he said it was up to the host, Negeri Senbilan, to decide on it.
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