21 JUL 2003
Abdul | ah- Specul ati on
ABDULLAH WANTS UMNO MEMBERS TO STOP MAKI NG SPECULATI VE STATEMENTS

KEPALA BATAS, July 21 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw
today called on Umo nenbers and | eaders to stop maki ng any specul ative
statenment on who will be selected as candi dates for the general election
and ot her posts.

The Deputy Prine Mnister said such statenments shoul d not be nade by
party menbers and | eaders as it could cause uneasiness at Umo branch and
division | evels.

He said this when asked to comment on the statenent by Perlis Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim|ast week that certain groups in the party
had made threats that his position as Menteri Besar would be in jeopardy
after Cctober followi ng the power transition in Umo and t he governnent.

"Statements in the formof speculation should not be made by anyone
because specul ati on remai ns a specul ati on, we don't want the speculation to
create a stormin any Umo division or branch,” he said at a nedia
conference after |aunching the National Cooperatives Day at the MI I ennium
Hal |, here.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Umo deputy president, has been named by Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad as his successor when he relinqui shes his position
as Prime Mnister and Umo president after the Organisation of Islanc
Conference (O C) sumrt neeting in Kuala Lunpur in Cctober

VWhen asked for his advice on the allegation by Shahi dan, Abdullah said:
"I don't know, it is something that Shahidan has to tackle hinself, it's a
personal matter, he has received threats and so on

"But | believe we have not yet decided on who will becone el ected
representatives and (who) fills certain posts at this nonent and | have not
tal ked with anyone (on the matter)," he said.

However, he hoped that on one in the party would nake any specul ative
statenent to ensure that no "stormi was created at Umo branches and
di vi si ons.

"Sonetinmes, statenents made by any Umo | eader that are speculative in
nature can create uneasiness for other |eaders as they too have their own
supporters.

"Therefore, we have to be very careful whenever we nake a statenent, do
not create frustration and uneasi ness (for others),"” he said.

Fol | owi ng Shahi dan's statenent, Arau Umo division head Datuk Radz
Shei kh Ahmad had i ssued a statenment saying that he did not want his name
linked to specul ations as to who woul d becone the Perlis Menteri Besar
after the 11th general el ection.

Asked whet her other | eaders besides Shahi dan had received simlar
political threats, Abdullah said: "(I) don't know, that's the only one that
I"ve | heard.”
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