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STRONGER MORAL FI BRE TO UNDERPI N NEXT PHASE OF DEVELOPMENT

A News Focus by Ci k Rashi dah Abd Ghan

KUALA LUVPUR: Mal aysi ans have certainly cone a |long way from the days
of kerosene |anps and bicycles in the pre-Merdeka period to the
conveni ences of today.

The devel opnents achi eved during the |last 46 years of independence
however, did not come easy. The tireless efforts of the |eaders and rakyat
had resulted in the country experiencing rapid devel opnent, testinony of
which could be seen in the increase in the country's total exports,

i mports, roads, vehicle ownerships, incones and so on.

Statistics speak volume on the progress, be it on health, life span,
bui | di ngs, jobs and savings.

What about total exports having increased from RMB,204 million in 1968
to RMB03,508 million in 2002 ?

Wiile there were only 183,184 kilometres of roads in 1965, there were
1,034,976 kilometres in 1999 and they are still increasing.

Total private vehicle ownerships too have also increased from 191, 398
in 1967 (excluding Sabah) to nore than 4.5 mllion in 2001.

LARGER POPULATI ON TARGET

However, as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhanmad pointed out
a country hoping to progress need to have a large population to generate
the nation's devel opnent so that it need not depend too nuch on foreign
wor ker s.

According to statistics fromthe Departnment of Statistics, the

Mal aysi an popul ati on before i ndependence was less than 7.5 nmllion conpared
to 24.53 million in 2002
The figures show an encouraging increase as it will enable the country

to enjoy the econonmes of scale in production and its dream of beconming a
devel oped nation by 2020.

The increase in population to around 60 million as suggested earlier,
woul d enable the country to easily inplenent all kinds of devel opnent and
indirectly enables it to curb the influx of foreign workers who have, thus
far, been creating lots of social problens.

The fewer foreign workers there are, the nore the country will be able
to control the outflow of cash

GASOLI NE LAMP NOW A MEMORY

Basic anenities before independence |ike gasoline |anps, water from
wells and rivers as well as dirt roads are now a distant menory.

Senior citizens who had gone through all inconveniences due to the |ack
of good infrastructure and basic anmenities are thankful now that they have
electricity supply and potable water as well as adequate and quality
i nfrastructure.

Looking back to the tines before becom ng she becane a Menber of
Parliament, fornmer Deputy Transport Mnister Datin Paduka Haj ah Rahnah
Gsnan said the tinmes of Tunku Abdul Rahman and Tun Abdul Razak and today
are certainly different.

"I still renenber the time when the Malays had to attend adult classes
when newspapers were so few ..there was only Utusan Melayu if the Mal ays
were to keep abreast with current happenings. Watching television was a
luxury hence it was difficult for people then to acquire know edge, while
education opportunities were not many at that tinme," she said



"But now, choices of newspapers are plenty, some homes even have nore
than one set of TV, school going children are carrying own handphones,
driving cars and riding notobikes or taking the LRT, conmuters and
nonorail," Rahmah sai d.

She said today, one can easily plan and nove with speed and ease from
one destination to another with the various cheap neans of transport
avail abl e.

VAST EDUCATI ONAL OPPORTUNI Tl ES

Based on the Annual Bulletin Statistics Ml aysia 1968-70, the nunber of
public and private primary and secondary schools in 1967 stood at 7,396
while the figure for 2001 is 8, 915.

The Mal aysia Year Book 1971, on the other hand, stated that there was
only one university in 1967, Universiti Ml aya, conpared to 16 public
universities in 2001, excluding the scores of private colleges and
uni versities.

Thus, Rahmah said, the universities provide vast opportunities for
school leavers to further their studies without having to rush into the
workforce with only a little know edge.

"School is also an ideal place to educate and discipline the younger
generations as well as equipping themwith good norals so that they wll
not easily fall into such social ills as drug addiction," she explained

Rahmah agreed that the decline in the norals of young Ml aysi ans today
is quite alarmi ng conmpared to pre-Mrdeka period as there are now many
negative elenments which the young are exposed to.

NATI ONAL SOCI AL POLI CY

While the nation is enjoying economnmic progress, rapid devel opnent and
an inmprovenment in living standard, it cannot avoid facing various other
pr obl ens.

Hence, the National Social Policy was introduced to create a bal ance
bet ween devel opnent and soci al advancenent through the creation of a
Mal aysi an community which is advance and stable in the social, econonic and
t echnol ogy areas.

This focus is underscored by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi when he declared, "the National Social Policy is a social
devel opnent policy based on good values and an inprovenment on human skills
to enabl e Malaysians to be strongly united, have social stability and
strengt hen national endurance.”

Supporting Abdullah's suggestion is Mnister of National Unity and
Conmuni ty Devel opment Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man who said, "the
Nati onal Social Policy provides guidelines for the inplenentation and
managenent of social devel opnent so that the creation of an advanced
conmunity which is strong and stable can be realised."

In short, econom c progress nust go in tandemwith noble noral fibre as
befits an advanced society. -- Bernama
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