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Mahat hi r - Sci ence
STUDY SCI ENCE TO STRENGTHEN FAI TH I N | SLAM DR MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 11 (Bernanmm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed today urged Muslins to study science not only because it is vital
for their survival in today's world but also to strengthen their faith in
I sl am and All ah.

"You nust study science in order to survive, in order to protect
ourselves, in order to match with others (non-Miuslins), not to fight with
them but actually to ensure that we are given a chance to survive as the
ot hers have survived," he said.

Opening Malaysia's first nmega Research and Devel opnent | aboratory of
the Invent@ aya Sdn Bhd (1 Q) here, he said through the study of science
Muslinms could strengthen their faith in Allah.

The | aboratory, designed to speed up the innovation of a world-class
know edge econony in the country, occupies a new state-of-the-art 28,000 sq
netre facility.

IQ is a joint venture between the Ml aysian Governnent and Reveo |nc
of the United States.

Dr Mahathir said that Muslins should pursue science because there was
so much to gain fromthe subject.

Musl i ms should not be worried that science would undernmine their faith
in Islamjust because sone had described science as secul ar.

Through science Mislims could defend thensel ves against threats that
could wipe out all of them

Dr Mahathir said by seeking know edge in science and technol ogy,
Muslims coul d achieve progress, inprove the quality of |ife and becone a
great nation.

To achieve the goal of a devel oped nation by 2020, Ml aysia nust
acquire know edge in every field especially in science and technol ogy, he
sai d.

Hence the government had allocated a huge sum of noney to establish the
I nvent § aya.

Dr Mahathir said sone ideas which were considered ridiculous at the
initial stage could produce results that would benefit people |ater.

For exanple, he said, the Chief Executive Oficer and Chairnman of
I nvent § aya, Prof Dr Sadeg Faris canme out with the "ridicul ous" idea of
producing fresh water from the Dead Sea during the water crisis in Jordan.

"Such ridiculous ideas, may produce results that we can enjoy. So |et
us not laugh at ridiculous ideas. Let us give it a try," the Prime Mnister
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir hoped Invent@ aya would produce world class inventions and
put Mal aysia on the world map of science and technol ogy.

"Hopefully, some young Ml aysians will becone the Einstein of Ml aysia
in the spirit of Ml aysia Boleh."

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians usually hesitated to try local inventions
but on the other hand would have faith in foreign inventions.

Mal aysi ans must erase all doubts in local inventions and be ready to
use them

In fact, the government had urged banks and financial institutions to
finance research projects even those which carried the risk of not
produci ng results.
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