27 OCT 2003
M C-Sil ence (News Anal ysis)
SUBRA' S DEAFENI NG SI LENCE FUELS SPECULATION IN M C

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 27 (Bernama) -- Deputy M C President Datuk S.
Subramani ami s deafening silence over a remark made by Indian Progressive
Front (IPF) President Datuk M G Pandithan is causing w despread
specul ation in the country's |argest Indian-based political party.

Subramani am who is the Deputy Mnister of Donestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs, has remained silent since the |PF head, who was once a MC
Vi ce-President, made a controversial call, urging MC President Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vellu to step down from the post.

Pandi than, in making the statenent early |ast week, also said that the
| PF woul d be able to join the Barisan Nasional (BN if Subramani am was at
the helm of the MC and that the nmain stunmbling block preventing his party
from gai ning adm ssion to the BN was Sany Vel |l u.

| PF had on nunerous occasions applied to join the ruling coalition but
its applications was rejected and it is an open secret that the MC, |ed by
the Works M nister, was its main obstacle.

Pandi t han had made such calls on many occasions in the past but this
time around the statenent carried nore weight as it was nade after Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, in an interview with Bernans,
openly advised all BN conponent party |eaders who had been in their
positions for long to consider vacating their posts in favour of younger
| eaders.

Over the past week there had been various reactions to Pandithan's
vi ewpoi nt, nostly calling on the IPF head to stay out of MC politics,
since he was no nore in the party.

All three MC Vice-Presidents -- National Unity and Social Devel opnent
Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary Datuk S. Veerasi ngham Deputy Rural
Devel opmrent M nister Datuk G Pal anivel and Subang MP Tan Sri K. S. N jhar
-- had asked Pandithan to "m nd his own business."

They had al so wanted Sanmy Vel lu, who was el ected uncontested for the
ninth consecutive termas MC President on March 8, to carry on |l eading the
party.

To compound matters further, yesterday, the People's Progressive Party
Presi dent, Datuk M Kayveas, also joined the bandwagon by saying that Sany
Vellu was the only | eader capabl e of |eading the Ml aysian Indian community
at present.

"Qther than Sany Vellu, | do not see any other |eader who is capable of
| eading the Indian comunity," the PPP suprenp, who is also the Deputy
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department, told the press.

Subramani am joined the MC as an ordinary nenber in 1962. He rose up
the ranks and becane the Deputy President for the first time in 1981. He
resigned briefly in 1990 and was returned unopposed in 1991 for the sane
posi ti on.

Despite all the flurry of reactions fromthe Ml aysian |Indian conmunity
| eaders, Subramani am has preferred to stay silent on this matter, even with
queries fromthe press goi ng unheeded.

Bernama today tried several times to contact Subranmani am but could only
reach the voice mail of his nobile telephone. In an earlier attenpt the
Deputy Mnister asked to "call later" as he was busy visiting "someone at
the hospital".

"Way should he stay silent if he does not have anything to hide. He
should be the first one to ask Pandithan to keep out of MC but this is the



other way around,” a MC division head and an ardent supporter of Sany
Vel lu, who declined to be identified, said when asked to conment on the
i ssue.

However, sone M C |eaders argue that Subramani am nmight be silent
thinking that this issue would just blow away and that it was just one of
Pandi t han's "ranblings".

"Way shoul d he (Subramanian) react to a call nmade by a forner MC
menber? If he were to do that then he won't have time for anything el se as
everyday there would be sone disgruntled former M C nenber saying sonething
or other about the MC. ..it's just a waste of tinme reacting to these kind
of statenents,” said a division |eader, who did not want to be naned.

While this was a sensible view, the M C Deputy President should know
that it was inportant for himto clear the air on the matter as nost
grassroots | eaders were now conmng to the conclusion that the M C boss and
his deputy were no | onger in good ternms.

This could lead to a split in the MC, which is scheduled to hold its
party elections in two years.

While two years is still a long way to go, the general elections are
just around the corner and the BN not only needs the full backing from all
its conponent parties but also requires that all its 14 coalition partners
are united without any divisions to enable it to be returned with a bigger
maj ority.
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