01 DEC 2003

SUGGESTI ON TO STRENGTHEN CIVIL SERVI CE GETS GOCD RESPONSE - ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahnad Badawi said today the directive to reduce red-tape and elininate
corruption in the civil service has so far received positive reaction from
gover nment departnents.

"Wth regard to the suggestions nmade, so far |'ve received good
response. So, what has been said is at the nonent getting attention," he
said at a nedia conference after attending a joint Hari Raya open house
hosted by the Umo Wanita, Youth and Puteri nmovenents at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre, here.

He said governnent departnments had in fact started to inplenent the
directives with regard to bureaucratic red-tape and the probl em of
corruption in a nove to strengthen the civil service.

Abdul | ah said this when asked to conmment on the response concerning the
suggestions he had made a few days after assuming the post of Prine
M nister on Cct 1.

Abdul | ah had conpleted his first nmonth as Prine Mnister after Tun Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad rel i nqui shed the post which he held for 22 years.

Abdul I ah said he had held several neetings with the departnents
concerned with regard to his suggestions to create a Public Ethics
Institute which would be established under the National Integrity Plan.

Among other things, the Plan ains to pronbte good governance,
accountability and efficiency in the public and private sectors.
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