03 COCT 2003
Mahat hi r - Suhakam
SUHAKAM NOT AUTHORI TY ON EVERYTHI NG, SAYS DR MAHATH R

LANGKAW, Cct 3 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said today that the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Ml aysia (Suhakam
is not the authority to decide on everything that goes on in the country
but could give its views on matters pertaining to human rights.

He said that Suhakam was not the authority to decide if public rallies
could be held during the upcom ng general election, but that authority
bel onged to the police as permission for public rallies depended on police
permts.

"Whether or not rallies could actually be held, it's not for Suhakamto
deci de.

"I'f something were to happen, w |l Suhakam takes care of security, if
cl ashes were to occur, those taking part fighting against each other,
surely it's not Suhakam who will handle this, the police will be the ones
handling this. So, just give its views, that's all," he said.

Dr Mahathir was asked to conment at a nedia conference at the Langkaw
International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition 2003 (Lima '03) here on the
statenent by Suhakam that political parties should be allowed to hold
public rallies during the run-up to the next general election.

"Suhakam must not consider that it is the authority to decide on
everyt hing. Looks |ike Suhakam must deci de on everything," he said.

To another question, he said that the Anti Corruption Agency (ACA) was
free to begin investigation on anyone which it felt had done wong
according to the |aw.

Dr Mahathir was asked to commrent on the ACA's nove to start
i nvestigation on 14 Menbers of Parlianent who have filed mleage clains
anounting to nore than RMLO, 000 a nonth.

"That's the situation. If you' ve done sonething wong, we wll
i nvestigate, doesn't natter who you are," he added.
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