26 AUG 2003
Sul t anah- Di es
SULTANAH OF KEDAH DI ES AFTER WEEK- LONG | LLNESS

ALOR STAR, Aug 26 (Bernanm) -- The Sultanah of Kedah, Tuanku Haj ah
Bahi yah i bni Al marhum Tuanku Abdul Rahman, passed away at |stana Kual a
Cegar here at 12.23pm today, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain
announced t oday.

Her Royal H ghness was 72 years ol d.

Syed Razak, who made the announcenent at Wsna Darul Aman here, said
the | ate Sultanah had been ill for one week.

The Menteri Besar also said that as a nark of respect, the Kedah
Government had declared tonmorrow a public holiday for the State.

He said the State woul d observe one week of nourning, until Sept 1, and
during that period all fornms of entertainment and cel ebrations were
cancel | ed.

He said all State, Federal and other flags would be flown at half mast
during the seven-day nourning period

Syed Razak said the Sultanah's renains would lie in state at I|stana
Anak Bukit here from9amuntil 12.50pm tonorrow.

Prayers would be perfornmed at 12.50pm and the remains are schedul ed for
burial at the Langgar Royal Mausol eum at 2. 30pm

Syed Razak said the public can pay their |last respects to the late
Sul tanah between 9am and 1lam while the heads of departnments and State
Government representatives can do so from 1lam until noon.

He said the Malay Rulers and their consorts would be paying their |ast
respects between noon and 12.50pm

Syed Razak said the cortege would pass through the Darul aman H ghway,
Jal an Sul tanah and Jal an Langgar en route to the Langgar Royal Mausol eum

He advi sed the public to be decently-dressed, when paying their |ast
respects to the |ate Sultanah

Syed Razak said during the nourning period, Mislimnen were advised to
wear a black songkok with a white sash around it, while non-Mislins should
wear a white band on their left arm sl eeve.

He said a 73-gun salute would be fired during the funeral at the
Langgar Royal Mausol eum t onorrow.

Meanwhi | e, 17-gun salute was fired when the Menteri Besar announced the
Sul t anah' s deni se.

Syed Razak said the State-level Merdeka Day cel ebrations, scheduled to
be held at Medan Tunku here on Aug 31, had been cancelled while other
events had been put off to a date after the nourning period

He said the Keeper of The Rulers' Seal had been inforned of the dem se
of the Kedah Sultanah

Meanwhile, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is expected to
arrive here this evening, followed by his deputy, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, |ater tonight.

The Yang di -Pertuan Agong and Malay Rulers are expected to pay their
| ast respects tonorrow
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