29 SEP 2003

Sul t an- Mahat hi r

SULTAN OF SELANGOR DESCRI BES DR MAHATHI R AS LEADER W TH M SSI ON,
VI SSI ON

KLANG, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Sultan Sharafuddin lIdris Shah of Sel angor
toni ght described Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad as a | eader
who has a clear vision and m ssion and works hard to achieve his
obj ecti ves.

Ths Sultan said Dr Mahathir also refused to bow to external or interna
pressure and had high anmbitions for the race, religion and country.

"H s | eadership created peace in this country, and as Prine Mnister
he nmade the Mal ays aware about opening their mnds towards success from a
race which was once labelled |lazy by the inperialists,"” he said at the
Darjah Kerabat Di Raja Selangor award cerenpny at the |stana Al am Shah here
t oni ght .

Sultan Sharafuddin said that the peace and devel opnment of Sel angor was
also the result of Dr Mahathir's w sdom which had created abundant job
opportunities and attracted many investors which had brought progress to
the state and realised Selangor's aspiration to beconme a devel oped state by
2005.

He rem nded those who had cone to the state to earn a living not to be
selfish but to also contribute towards the social devel opnent of the
peopl e.

In a lighter vein, the Sultan also said he was inpressed with Dr
Mahathir's good health and zeal at such an age that he could adninister the
country and overcone whatever problens there were.

"I will find out the secret fromDatin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah on how Dr
Mahat hir could maintain his handsone | ooks and succeed,” he said

Sultan Sharafuddin also said Dr Mahathir's integrity had been
acknow edged even at the global |evel where Ml aysia had becone a node
Islamic state.

Meanwhile, in his reply, Dr Mahathir said he was grateful for the award
which was truly nmeaningful for himand his famly

"The award certainly has a significant nmeaning to me and ny famly. |
sincerely thank Tuanku Sultan and Raja Miuda Tengku Amr Shah and pray that
they will always have Allah's blessing,"” he said
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