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WASHI NGTON, June 13 (Bernamm) -- Steps towards a conprehensive
i mpl enentation of syariah laws in Ml aysia are ahead of |ndonesia despite
the nultiracial and nultireligious conposition of the Ml aysian popul ation,
Datuk Dr Osman Bakar of Georgetown University here said Thursday.

In a conference on the politics of syariah in the two countries, the
Mal aysi an professor of Islamic studies said that while syariah | aws at
present are limted to such matters such as narriage, divorce and
i nheritance, the Ml aysian governnent is taking steps to incorporate
environnental, |abour and financial matters into the syariah |aws.

Umo, led by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhanmad, seened to
be more in favour of incorporating Islamc values acceptable to all
Mal aysi ans into the existing civil laws, while the opposition PAS appears
to be nore in favour of syariah laws in its classical form especially hudud
 aws.

Dr Osman projected that any extrene views conming from Mislins woul d
eventual ly be noderated by the non-Muslins in the inplenentation of syariah
laws in Malaysia by virtue of the country's multireligious character and
t he denands of denobcracy.

It is possible for non-Muslins to accept |laws and institutions based on
Islam c principles, for exanple Islamc banking. According to sources, nore
non- Musl i ms take advantage of the facilities offered by |slanic banking.

Dr OGsman also cited the exanple of PAS which suspended hudud |aws after
a series of political dialogue with the non-Mslins.

"If they want to be in power, they have to be pragmatic enough to
consider the views of the non-Miuslins," said Dr Gsman, Chair of Islamin
Sout h- East Asia at Georget own.

He said that the inplenentation of syariah is conplex in Ml aysia
because of the pluralistic society, the inportant roles of the nine Sultans
and the King in religious affairs, and voices fromthe opposition parties
such as PAS, the DAP and vocal non-governnental organisations |ike Sisters
in Islam

Dr Amirul Hadi, professor in Arabic and Islamic history at the
Ar-Raniry State Institute of Islamc Studies in Banda Acheh, said that
Islamic radicals under forner President Suharto were repressed because the
then president was pushing for the nore secular Pancasila principles.

Wi | e economi ¢ devel opnment was successful, it was not followed by
soci al and econonic equality, creating a wider gap between the rich and the
poor, which ultimately led to radicalism anong the |ower class

The col | apse of the Suharto regine led to | awl essness, "the Mislim
groups took over", and the debate over syariah lawis on the rise, said
Ami rul .
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