13 JAN 2003

SYED HAM D TO ATTEND | NAUGURATI ON OF NEW ECUADOREAN PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 13 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar will represent Malaysia at the inauguration of newy-elected
Ecuadorean President Lucio CQutierrez Borbua on Wdnesday, according to
Wsma Putra.

CQutierrez, 45, a retired arnmy col onel, assunes office on Jan 15. He
def eated Al varo Noboa in the run-off presidential elections |ast Novenber
and succeeds out goi ng President Gustavo Noboa.

Wsma Putra said in a statenent that this would be the Foreign
Mnister's first visit to Ecuador, during which he would al so convey Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's formal invitation to Gutierrez to
attend the Kuala Lunmpur Non-Aligned Movenent Sunmit next nonth.

Syed Hamid will also neet his counterpart, Dr Heinz Meller, to
exchange views on matters of nutual interest including bilateral relations,
regi onal and international devel opments, as well as the forthcoming X1 NAM
Summi t .

He is also expected to neet with other South Anerican foreign mnisters
particularly those whose countries are NAM nenbers.
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