18 AUG 2003
Assad- Mal aysi a
SYRI A HOPES TO BENEFI T FROM MALAYSI A' S EXPERI ENCE

By: Mkhtar Hussain

DAMASCUS, Aug 18 (Bernamm) -- President Dr Bashar Al -Assad of Syria has
expressed hope that his country could benefit from Ml aysia's pioneering
experience in developnent and manufacturing "w thout falling under the
nmercy of international organisations”.

According to a Syria Tinmes report, the President also expressed the
desire for real cooperation with Ml aysia, especially in the field of
t echnol ogy.

The President nmade the remarks during a neeting with Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at the People's Palace on Sunday.

According to the daily, both |eaders stressed the inportance of
econom ¢ growm h and prosperity as the basic condition in nmaintaining
political independence.

Al so present during the neeting were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar; Energy, Comunications and Miltimedia Mnister Datuk Leo
Moggi ; Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronment M ni ster Datuk Law Hieng D ng;
Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Shahi dan Kassi m and Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Misa Aman.

On Monday nmorning, Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali visited Umayad Mdsque here where they were received by Wakaf M nister
Mohamad Zi adah.

The building was first known to be the Tenple of the Aranmean before it
was transformed by the Romans as the Tenple of Jupiter. It becane a church
with the arrival of Christianity until 635 AD when Damascus was taken by
the Islamc arm es under the |eadership of Khlid Ibn A Walid.

The Prine Mnister and his wife later toured Souk Hanedi ah (Hanedi ah
Market), a fanbus bazaar naned after the Ottoman Sultan Hanmid, selling
souvenirs, clothes, tablecloths, carpets, brassware and copperware.
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