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NAM Paki st an (1 ssues)
TACKLE | SSUES AFFECTI NG NAM ON A CONTI NUOUS BASI S, SAYS PAKI STAN

KUALA LUVPUR, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- The Non-Aligned Movenment (NAM shoul d
try to address issues affecting menber nations on a continuous basi s,

Paki stan's Foreign Mnister, Man Khurshid Mehnud Kasuri, said today.

He said if these issues were addressed just "once in three years in the
formof slogans”, it would only bring publicity to the | eaders and woul d
not change the fate of the people.

"If you want to change the fate of the people, you nust address the
i ssues seriously. So, if NAMwi shes to be taken seriously, then it nust
address issues which are relevant," he said in an exclusive intervieww th
Ber nama ahead of the NAM ministerial neeting tonorrow.

The 13th NAM Summit began in the Mal aysian capital yesterday with the
senior officials neeting. The sunmt proper is on Monday and Tuesday.

Mehnmud Kasuri said the issues included reducing poverty in the Third
Worl d, especially in South Asia, aneliorating soci o-economn c indicators and
reduci ng the adverse trade terns currently in favour of the devel oped
wor | d.

"All this is easier said than done, just |ike a slogan. But for the
slogan to be translated into reality, you need a dedi cated group of people,
and hopefully with some nmechani smavailable to them those issues can be
addr essed, " he added.

On another note, he called on Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad to continue sharing his wi sdomw th other devel opi ng
countries on how to go about devel opi ng thensel ves.

He said that since Dr Mahathir had been vocal and proven right on nany
i nternational issues, the devel oping countries were hopeful that he would
provide the |l eadership in steering NAMtowards a better future.
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