26 JUN 2003
PBDS- Taj em
TAJEM TO APPO NT REMAI NI NG SUPREME COUNCI L MEMBERS TOMORROW

KUCHI NG June 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Daniel Tajem who assuned the
post of Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak (PBDS) president today, has reappointed
Bel aga assenbl ynan Stanl ey Aj ang Bat ok as secretary-general and Jul au
assenbl yman Joseph Sal ang as treasurer-general of the party.

"I will consult nenmbers at a neeting at the party headquarters tonorrow
to appoint the remaining eight suprene council nenbers whose ternms as
of fi ce-bearers had expired foll owi ng Dat uk Amar Leo Moggi e' s tendering of
his resignation letter as party president," he told reporters at the
Kuchi ng I nternational Airport upon returning fromthe federal capital.

He said Stanl ey and Joseph were appoi nted because the two positions
were inportant to the party.

Tajem said Mbggie had ternminated the terns of all the 10 suprene
counci | nmenbers whom he appointed at the last Triennial Del egates
Conference (TDC) in 2000.

They were Stanley, Joseph, Datuk Sri Dr Janmes Masing (M nister of
Soci al Devel opnent and Urbani sati on and assenbl ynan for Bal eh), Dublin
Unting (Assistant M nister of Tourismand assenbl yman for Batang Ai) and
John Si kie Tayai (assenblyman for Kakus).

The ot hers were nmenbers of parlianment Jinmy Donald (Sri Aman) and Billy
Abit Joo (Hulu Rejang) and SimLai An, Assan Ngang and Paul Kadang.

Tajemsaid that under the party constitution, follow ng Mggie's
resignation as party president, he woul d automatically assune t he post.

"As for the 10 suprene council nenbers, their terns of office have
| apsed, " he said.

Asked whet her he woul d appoint a new information chief with Dr Masing
bei ng dropped fromthe position. Tajemsaid he would consult the nenbers at
the party's next neeting.

He said the party's stand was that they wanted Mbggie to continue to
hol d his federal cabinet mnisterial post.

On the PBDS Credential Conmittee chaired by Dr Jawi e Masi ng who had
threatened to quit recently, Tajemsaid the neeting would di scuss the
nmatter.

He said the date for next nmonth's triennial del egates conference stil
stood and there would be no changes.

Taj em al so declined to answer questions on an allegation that there was
a political ploy to suppress Dr Janes Masing' s group.

Dr Masing has aligned with party vice-president Datuk Sng Chee Hua and
ot her suprene council menbers to rival Tajemfor the president's post at
t he forthcom ng conference.

Tajem said Mbggie had inforned Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi of his
resignation at PBDS president effective today.
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