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Taj ol - DPM
TAJOL WANTS UWMNO DI VI SI ONS NOT TO DI SCUSS DPM QUESTI ON

I POH, April 9 (Bernama) -- Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosl
Ghazali today asked all Umo divisions in the state to concentrate on
preparations for the General Election and not dwell on the question of who
wi ||l be appointed the new Deputy Prinme M nister.

He said it would be unwise to discuss matters which could lead to
disunity as the party focused on strengthening its CGeneral El ection
machi nery.

"I amadvising Umo |leaders in Perak to patiently wait for Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Haji Badawi to appoint his deputy once he hinself had becone the
Prime Mnister," he said after chairing the Perak State Executive Counci
nmeeti ng here.

He was conmenting on the support expressed by Chenderoh Umo Division
head Datuk Seri Mhaned Nazri Aziz for Umo Vice President Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak to be appointed the Deputy Prime M nister once Abdul | ah becones
Prinme Mnister this Cctober

Mohamed Nazri yesterday explai ned that he was only expressing his
personal view and it was not a resol ution adopted by the division.

Tajol Rosli, who is Perak Umo Chief, said all party |eaders and
menbers were aware that appointing a Deputy Prinme M nister was the
prerogative of the Prime Mnister while a choosing a deputy president for
Umo was left with the menbers.

The Umo el ections would only be held after the General Election and
whet her a Deputy Prime M nister would be named before or after that, rested
wi t h Abdul | ah.

"We will support whoever is appointed. However if a Deputy Prine
M nister is naned before the Umo el ections, usually Umo nenbers will
choose the sanme person as party deputy president,"” added Tajol Rosli

In JOHOR BAHARU, Johor Ummo supported the stand of the Acting Prine
M ni ster that the naming of a Deputy Prine Mnister had al ways been the
prerogative of the Prime Mnister who woul d make the announcenent at an
appropriate tine.

Johor Umo Chief Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said this had been the
practice since the time of the first Prine Mnister, Tunku Abdul Rahman
Putra- Al Haj.

"This has been the practice and it should be preserved,” said Abdu
Ghani who is Johor Menteri Besar, after chairing the Johor State Executive
Counci | meeti ng.

He pointed out that the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
had chosen Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi as the Deputy Prine Mnister.

"Dr Mahathir has al so named Datuk Seri Abdullah as his successor and
t heref ore Johor Umo agreed with the stand adopted by Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
that when the tinme cane for himto take over as Prinme Mnister, he would
appoi nt a deputy," he said.

Abdul Ghani said Johor Umo felt that no one should act outside of the
party practices.

"W in Johor Umo...all divisions... agree to what Datuk Seri Abdull ah
had said and we support his stand," he said.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, Terengganu Umo Youth head Haji Din Adamsaid it
was the Prime Mnister's prerogative to appoint his deputy.

Hence he expressed the hope no branch or division would adopt
resol uti ons expressing support for any particul ar | eader to be appointed



Deputy Prime M nister.

Haji Din said it was Datuk Seri Abdullah's right to appoi nt whonsoever
he pl eased as Deputy Prine M nister and no one should question his right.

The focus shoul d now be on preparing for the General Election, he said.

Terengganu Puteri Umo Chi ef Nordi ana Shafei said party nenbers and
| eaders should not interfere in the appointnment of a new Deputy Prine
M nister as this would divert the party's focus on other things such as the
general el ection.

"W in Terengganu shoul d concentrate on efforts to renove PAS from
power in the coming election. The question of appointing a Deputy Prine
M ni ster should be left to Abdullah,” she said.

Bari san Nasi onal Assenbl yman for Kemasi k, Terengganu,| Datuk Abu Bakar
Al'i echoed Nordiana's views and said the focus should now be on preparing
for the General Election.

In PENANG State Deputy Ummo Chief Datuk Dr Hilnm Yahaya said Umo
menbers shoul d respect Datuk Seri Abdullah's right to deci de who shoul d be
hi s deputy when he becanme Prinme M nister

In line with the usual practice it should be Abdullah's right to
appoi nt the new Deputy Prinme Mnister.

"We should not discuss the matter but should leave it to Pak Lah to
nane the Deputy Prinme Mnister. Surely he will have his own view as to the
person nost suitable for the job," he said.

He urged all party nenbers in Penang not to raise the i ssue and abi de
by the decision made by the party | eadership

Penang Wanita Umo Chi ef Datuk Sharifah Ami nah Syed Mohamad said Umo
menbers shoul d concentrate on securing the party's victory in the Genera
El ecti on and not specul ate on who woul d be appoi nted Deputy Prime M nister.

She noted that the nost nunber of votes obtained by the vice president
inthe party polls did not becone a criterion in the appointment of a
Deputy Prime M nister.

"I'f Abdullah feels that an ordi nary nenber of the Umo Suprene Counci
is qualified to be appointed to the post, so be it. Let the party president
decide on it and we as nenbers shoul d prepare for the CGeneral Election.”

As is publicly known, the CGeneral Election would be held before the
Umo el ection and so nenbers need not nane anyone to the post, added
Shari f ah.

In KUANTAN, State Umo Youth Chief Ismail Mhd Said said Umo nenbers
need not dispute Abdul |l ah's choice of a Deputy Prine Mniste as it was the
prerogative of the Prime Mnister.

He said the party's main agenda now was to focus on the Cenera
El ecti on.

"Pahang Umo Youth fully supports whoever is appointed Deputy Prine
M ni ster by Abdullah as this is vital for the continuation of the party
struggl e and nati onal devel opnent," he said.

However Pahang Wanita Ummo Chi ef Datuk Maznah Mazl an and the Pahang
Puteri Umo head Shahani za Shansuddi n decli ned comrent on the nmatter.

I n KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Umo deputy head Zaid | brahimsaid the task of
nam ng a new Deputy Prinme M nister should be left to the next Prine
M nister -- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi .

"Now we still have Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad as our Prinme Mnister
...wait for Pak Lah to becone Prine Mnister first," he said.

Hence the question of who should occupy the nunmber two post shoul d not
be di scussed now.

Any action to nane soneone publicy for the post at this juncture would
invite problenms and could be msinterpreted, he said.

I n BANTI NG, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohanmad Khir Toyo said
choosing a new Deputy Prine Mnister should be left to the new Prine



M ni ster.

It would not be nice for Umo nenbers to di scuss possi bl e candi dat es
for the number two post, he said after chairing the State Executive Counci
meeting i n Banting.

He sai d divisions or branches shoul d not endorse anyone for the post as
it would give the inpression that there was a race for the nunber two post
in the governnent.

Dr Mohamad Khir said no division shoul d nom nate or endorse any | eader
for the post of Deputy Prine Mnister to preserve the spirit of brotherhood
within the party.

"W are worried that if the nove to endorse candi dates for the post
goes on it will cause disunity in the party," he said.

Meanwhi | e Unmo Vi ce President Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin has said that
Umo shoul d concentrate on preparing for the General Election and not be
si detracked by unnecessary i ssues.

He said the appointnment of a Deputy Prinme M nister should not be raised
as advised by the Acting Umo President Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

"It is best that the issue is not raised...acting party President Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi ' s advi ce shoul d be respected and i npl enented, "
said Muhyiddin who is Mnister of Donmestic Trade and Consuner Affairs to
reporters.

"W have to abide by Abdullah's advice...it is very clear...solid. It
has been nmade with good intention to avoid giving rise to any unnecessary
situation in Umo politics," Mihyiddin said.

The issue cane to the fore when Chenderoh Umo Division head Datuk Ser
Nazri Aziz expressed his personal view that Umo Vice President Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak shoul d be appoi nted Deputy Umo President and al so Deputy
Prinme Mnister this Cctober

Abdul | ah when conmenting on the matter had advised all Umo divisions
not to adopt any resol ution endorsing anyone for the post of Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

Muhyi ddi n said the | eadership decided not to hold branch and divi si ona
el ections so as to focus on preparations for the General Election.

"The party should always be on top of the situation...do not create new
i ssues that can shift the focus fromthe mai n agenda, " Mihyiddi n said.
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