22 MAY 2003
Raf i dah- Package
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF STI MULUS PACKAGE, CALL TO WOMVEN

KUALA LUMPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- International Trade and |Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz today urged wonen entrepreneurs,
particularly fromsnmall and nmediumindustries (SMs), to take advantage of
offers in the New Econom ¢ Stinmul us Package announced yest erday.

"For SMs there are several big funds al ready established from which
women entreprenuers can gain access to undertake small-scal e econom c
activities such as in trade and business," she told reporters after
unveiling the Galeri Jatiwanita shop | ogo here.

She said this when asked about the benefits of the package, announced
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, for wonen in the country.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir announced a RM7. 3 billion package to expand the
nati onal econony follow ng the gl obal econom ¢ sl owdown.

The package al | ocated about RMBOO million to the SMs through the
M ni stry of Entrepreneur Devel oprent.

Rafi dah said SMs had to avail thensel ves of the various opportunities
provi ded through financial institutions and agenci es.

She said through the Harapan programre, a governnment initiated project
to help the peopl e own houses, wonen and especially nothers and single
mot hers woul d be abl e to own houses at an affordable price.

Raf i dah urged wonen entrepreneurs facing problens in gaining access to
the fund or loan to channel conplaints to her or Wanita Umo.

"These facilities are supposed to facilitate. So, unless it facilitates
the stimulus will not happen. If the noney is still there and nobody can
get at it, it (stimulus) will not happen,"” she said.

Raf i dah said Wanita Umo, at today's neeting decided to raise three
mai n i ssues, to be discussed in the Umo General Assenbly next nmonth and
not touch on issues related to the Puteri Ummo.

"W will only touch on current national issues. W do not want to
interfere with the affairs of others (Puteri Umo) as it's a domestic one.
I will be talking only about national issues,” she said.

She said anpong the issues to be highlighted included the Sekol ah Agana
Rakyat (SAR) and religious education; religious ignorance and devi ati on;
educati onal performance; and unity through religion

Meanwhi |l e, the Wanita Umo through its Econom ¢ Bureau woul d organi se a
Galeri Jatiwanita exhibition in conjunction with the Umo General Assenbly
fromJune 16-20.

The exhi bition would be held in recognition of the successes of Ml ay
wonen in national devel opment through invol verrent in various sectors such
as socio-politics, science, nedicine, professional, education, agriculture
and the nedi a.
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