27 OCT 2003
MAHATHI R- TAX
TAX COLLECTION I N M SI A BETTER THAN MOST COUNTRI ES, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today said tax collection in Malaysia is better conpared to nost
countries, including sone devel oped nati ons.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Finance Mnister, said tax collection in
the country for income tax, Custons and exci se duties, and road tax
continued to increase every year due the efficient nethod of collecting
t hem

The prinme nminister, who is retiring on Friday, said some countries were
unabl e to coll ect taxes because of various obstacles.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent would continue to raise its efficiency
in collecting taxes and ensure that there were no obstacl es such as
corruption and tax evasion

Speaking to reporters after the presentation of excellent service
awards to enpl oyees at the Treasury, which also marked Dr Mahathir's | ast
appearance at a Finance Mnistry public gathering here, he said probl ens
related to the abuse of power nust be contai ned.

"I don't believe that there is no nation in this world that doesn't
face the same problens. What is inportant is that our performance is better
t han nost countries, including devel oped ones," he added.

Dr Mahathir said there were sonme devel oped nations which faced the same
probl ens in not being able to fully collect corporate or income taxes
because there were ways that taxpayers could use to evade from paying the
full armount.

In Mal aysia, he said the governnent had used its resources to the
fullest extent to collect taxes but there were some who still resorted to
| ooki ng for tax | oophol es.

Drawi ng a parallel, he said even the inposition of the death sentence
had failed to stop drug trafficking and this neant that there was no
f ool proof nmethod of ensuring that the governnent could collect the ful
amount of taxes. -- BERNAMVA
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