30 AUG 2003
Sports- Mot or sports ( MVE)
TEAM MERI TUS RACI NG W NS 12- HOUR ENDURANCE RACE

SEPANG, Aug 30 (Bernama) -- The Team Meritus Racing, a Ml aysian-Irish
owned teamfornmed in 1995, wth 12 Asian notorsports titles, won the fourth
edition of the 12-hour Merdeka M I 1| enni um Endurance (MVE) Race 2003, held
at the Sepang Circuit here today.

The team which depl oyed two units of their |atest Porsche Carrera Cup
Gr3, won the race through the trio of Firhat Mkhzani, Chin Tzer Jinn and
Eric Yeo by clocking a total 12 hours, 1 mnute, 46.492 seconds to finish
the 268 | aps.

Naza Racing team which fielded Nigel Peter Al bon, Craig Mark Al bon and
T. Hammam T. Sul ong, secured the second place by in 12' 04: 08. 685s.

The Honda Mal aysi a Racing team conprising Kuninmtsu Takahashi, Hirok
Kat o and Hi detoshi Mtsusada in their Honda Integra, snatched the third
pl ace by cl ocking 12' 04: 20. 362s.

Jinn, who was driving the winning round for the Team Meritus, said he
did not expect to win the race although he was very excited of today's
race.

“In fact, I'mjust 19 years old. Maybe |I'mthe youngest anbng the 231
MMVE drivers," he told reporters after the race.

Firhat, who is also the team manager for Team Meritus, said the team
wase using the sanme car which won the race | ast year

The 12-hour endurance race started at 1l0amtoday with Genji Hashi noto,
Charl es Kwan and Mat hew March of Anmprex Motorsports | eading the race from
t he begi nning and continued their donination for nearly five hours or 115
| aps.

Trailing themclosely for the first three hours or 73 | aps were the
trio of BSA Racing team Stuart Msel ey, Sinon Multon and Kozi
Kal aitzidis, who started today's race fromthe pole position after |eading
the qualifying rounds yesterday in their newy inported BSA-Radi cal SR3.

The Jaseri Racing team conprising Datuk Mokhzani Mahathir and Al ex
Yoong and Fai zal Hakim Jaafar, was trailing both teans during the first
two and half hours or 70 laps in their Porsche GTI3.

However at the 93rd | ap, the Jaseri Racing teamtook over the second
pl acing for the next 20 | aps before taking over the | ead during the 135th
| ap.

The second team of BSA Raci ng conprising Jinmy Low, Marco Seefried and
Wl f Henzler in the Porsche GI3, trailing for five rounds by Hashi noto and
Kwan during the first hour, suddenly put a superb performance by overtaki ng
nost of the drivers to secured the fourth placing in the 45th | ap.

Ji mry and Marco continued to push their Porsche to the limt and ended
in second place after 133 laps, two | aps behind the | eaders of Mkhzani and
Al ex.

Team Meritus Racing through its drivers Firhat, Jinn and Eric Yeo in
their Porsche GI3 stepped in the race for the top three placings in the
91st | ap.

At S5pmor after 160 | aps, the first three placings were dom nated by
the BSA Raci ng, Team Meritus and Jaseri Raci ng.

Two hours later or after 202 | aps, Low and Seefried of BSA Racing took
over the lead followed by Team Meritus and Naza Mot orsports.

At 7pm 10 cars were out of the race, mainly due to nechanica
pr obl ens.

The Naza Mdtorsports drivers conprising A bon, Mark Al bon and T. Hanmam



in their Porsche GI3 | ater secured the second place during the 222nd |l ap, a
| ap behind the | eader of Team Meritus. Trailing in third placing was the
Jaseri Racing team two |aps behind the Team Meri tus.

At 8pmor after 223 | aps, a nmechani cal problemforced favaurites Ji nmy,
Seefried and Henzl er out of the race.

Among the teanms that were forced to retire due to nechani cal probl ens
was Eon Motorsports with their four-wheel drive turbo-charged Proton Wj a.

The team conprised two MVE wi nhners -- Tonmy Lee, the only driver to
have won the 12-hour race over three successive years and Keifli O hman who
won in 2000 -- and seasoned MVE contender Tengku Dj an Ley.

At 9pm Team Meritus was still |eading the race, |eaving Naza
Mot or sports teamone | ap behind, while Jaseri Racing still trailing at the
third placing, two | aps behind the | eader.

However, half and hour before the finish, the Jaseri Racing with Al ex
Yoong driving the Porsche GI3, was out of the race when the car was ranmed
frombehind by a Honda G vic EK, driven by Azman Hussi n.

Azman Hussin suffered light injuries in both Iegs while Alex suffered a
concussion. Both drivers were sent to the Putrajaya Hospital.

The other drivers in Azman team are Rossli Mhamad Yati m and Sansudin
Kambal i .

Wth Jaseri Racing teamout, the race was open to Team Meritus, Naza
Raci ng, Honda Mal aysi a and Anprex Motorsports.

During the I ast | ap, Team Meritus pushed their car to the limt to wn
the race, followed by Naza raci ng and Honda Mal aysi a.

The MME is an annual 12-hour endurance race since 2002, organi sed by
the Sepang International Crcuit (SIC). As its nane suggests, the event is
held in conjunction with the National Day cel ebrati ons.

For the first tine since its inception, the race started at 10am on Aug
30 and finished at 10pmon the sane day.

During the first three years, the race was held at 10pmon Aug 30 and
finished at 10amon Aug 31, the Merdeka Day.
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