22 NMAY 2003
MOGGE E- TOVNER
A COWANY W LL BE APPO NTED TO OPERATE TELCO TOAERS, SAYS MOGAE E

KUALA LUMPUR, May 22 (Bernama) -- A conpany will soon be tasked with
the job of operating the tel ecommunication towers in the country.

Ener gy, Conmunications and Miultinmedia Mnister Datuk Amar Leo Moggie
said there had been talks on the matter and a final agreement would be
reached soon.

"We hope that it will be done very soon,"” he told reporters after
| aunchi ng the World Tel econmuni cati ons Day 2003 (WD), here today.

Currently, telcos are already sharing the usage of towers but there has
been no formal agreenent as yet, he said.

"Therefore, we want themto have a formal agreenent,"” he said, adding
that it would be the standard way of doing it in the future.

The sharing of tel ecommunications infrastructure are expected to
optim se and consolidate the conpani es' resources while providing quality
and cheaper services to custonmers and a w der area coverage.

The scope of the infrastructure sharing could cover the exchange of
towers or sites, the sharing of cost to build new towers or sites and
rental of towers or sites at an agreed rate.

Earlier in his speech, Mdggie said the theme for this year's WD
celebration "Helping All the Wrld' s People to Conmuni cate" was suitable
and tinmely especially with the nation putting great efforts to be a | eader
in informati on communi cations technol ogy (I1CT).

He said the governnent felt that by becomng a | eading nation in ICT
it would be able to produce an inforned society and increase its
productivity.

Commenti ng on the econom c stinulus package announced by Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad yesterday, Moggi e said the package was a
good nmove and necessary in order to ensure that the Ml aysi an econony
continued to grow.

He said anong others the package woul d provide better incentives for
the Small and Medium Industries to grow and take a nore flexi bl e approach
in attracting foreign direct investment. -- BERNAVA
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