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TERRORI SM | SSUE MAY DOM NATE APPF MEETI NG

By: Abdul Aziz Harun

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- Terrorismand security, drug
trafficking, piracy on the high seas and corruption are expected to
dom nate the 11th Asia Pacific Parlianentary Forum (APPF) begi nning here
t onor r ow.

Dewan Negara President Tan Sri M chael Chen, who is APPF chairnan, said
that after the incidents on Sept 11, 2001 in the United States, nost
i nternational bodies were very concerned about world security as the
hi j acked pl ane attacks clearly denmobnstrated that no country was safe from
terrorists.

"Anti-terrorismwas anong the main itens on the agenda at the | ast APPF
nmeeting in Honolulu last year," he told Bernana in an interview at his
of fice here.

The APPF is a non-exclusive forumof national parlianentarians founded
by fornmer Japanese Prine M nister Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1991. The
parlianentarians participate either as del egates of their parlianents or in
their personal capacity.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is schedul ed to open the
three-day neeting to be attended by about 150 del egates from 27 nmenber
nati ons.

The countries are Australia, Canbodia, Canada, Costa Ri ca, Ecuador,
Chile, China, Colonbia, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Laos,

Mal aysi a, Marshall |slands, Mexico, M cronesia, Mngolia, New Zeal and,
Papua New Gui nea, Peru, the Phillipines, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, the
United States and Vi et nam

Chen said at the Honolulu neeting del egates focused on the Anmerican
attacks in Afghanistan with the participants presenting various vi ews.

"This time | think the situation is alnost the same with the Anericans
preparing for war against Irag. No doubt there will be a nunber of
countries interested in presenting their views on the issue,” he said.

He said the nmeeting would be a good forumfor the parlianentarian to
urge the relevant countries to listen, to reason and try to sol ve whaetever
probl ens t hrough di pl omati ¢ channel s.

At the | ast APPF, the del egates expressed concern over future acts of
terrorismand the potential use of weapons of mass destruction.

"I think we need to find sone consensus on conbatting terrorismand to
make what ever steps taken, nore efficient,” he said.

Chen said Mal aysia, with a success story of conmbatting conmuni st
terrorismwoul d present its views over the issue especially the need to
find the root cause of terrorismas the best way to deal with the problem

He said al though terrorismappeared as a new agenda bei ng brought to
the APPF attention, security issues had al ways been di scussed at previous
neet i ngs.

"Previous neetings had al so stressed the need to broaden co-operation
among nenber countries in tackling the sea piracy problemin the
Asi a- Pacific region," he said.

He said sea piracy was quite alarnming in the Asia-Pacific region and
hence del egates woul d be very eager to deal with it.

Trafficking inillicit drugs was al so one of the nmain itens on the
agenda at the Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (APEC) sunmit in Los
Cabos, Mexi co, | ast year.

Wil e the Apec, forned in 1989, stresses nbre on econoni ¢ cooperation,



the APPF acts as its legislative branch and nore of a | oosel y-structured
and non-excl usive forumof national parliamentarians.

Chen said the situation in Wst Asia was al so brought up at the |ast
meeting with a viewto creating peace and stability in that part of the
wor | d.

"The del egates, | amsure, will like to hear what the Prine M nister
has to say at the forum and they will want to discuss the speech in their
sessions, " he added.

- - BERNAMA

AZH AZZ AAM



	TERRORISM ISSUE MAY DOMINATE APPF MEETING (Bernama 12/01/2003)

