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TERRORI SM ATTACKS THE RULE OF LAW SAYS U. S

By: Azman U ang

DAVCS (Switzerland), Jan 25 (Bernama) -- Terrorismis an attack on the
rule of |aw and not buil di ngs, people or even nations, U S
At t orney- General John Ashcroft said here Friday.

And, he said, it took the Sept 11 attack for the U S. to realise that
preventing terrorismwas nore rewardi ng than awaiting the conm ssion of
such an act.

"It took a very distressing interruption on our tranquility and the
|l oss of 3,000 lives for us to realise that awaiting the comm ssion of an
act and prosecuting the perpetrators is not a potential that is very
rewarding," he told a plenary session on terrorismat the ongoing Wrld
Econoni ¢ Forum neeti ng.

Ashcroft told the session in which Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad al so spoke that Sept 11 had resulted in the U S
shifting its priority fromprosecution to prevention.

Describing this as a tall order that he was not sure could be done, he
however said that this nmust be Anerica's objective to save |lives.

He al so said that one remarkable way the fight agianst terrorism had
changed the world was by expanding the free world.

Citing Afghani stan as an exanple, he said: "Ask the Afghans who now
attend school and watch with pride as rule of lawis established".

Ashcroft said the war on terrori smwuld see a change and i nprovenent
inthe integrity of governmental systens and systens of integrity essential
to the rule of |aw

He pointed out that the targets of terrorismwere not buil dings or
peopl e of even nations but values and the rule of |aw

"I believe we will see inproved conmunicati on systens that will provide
for sharing of information between nations,” he said.

Anerica's highest |aw enforcenent officer said he believed it was
overwhelmngly politically supportable to fight terrorismbecause the world
community of people who | oved freedom and respected the rule of | aw was
substantially greater than those who repudiated it and wanted to i npose
anar chy.

Dr Mahathir told the session that when he said recently that the world
not only failed to renove causes of terrorismbut was creating new ones, he
meant the proposed U S.-led attack on Irag.

"If you do that you will kill a lot of innocent people, nmake people
angry, certainly a lot of Muslins are going to feel angry," he said.

He said efforts nust be made to find out the root causes of terrorism
and why peopl e including those enjoying a good life were notivated to do
horri bl e things.

"I'f we understand what noves them then we should try not to anplify
it, create other situations and | ead nore people to join themand conmt
such acts of terror," he said.

He al so spoke of Malaysia's anti-terrorismefforts and agai n def ended
the use of the Internal Security Act that provided for detention w thout
trial, adding that this | aw was necessary for the people's safety.
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