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TEXT OF PRIME M NI STER S MOTI ON AT SPECI AL PARLI AMENTARY SESS|I ON ON
| RAQ

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Following is the text of the notion
condeming the unilateral mlitary action against Irag by the United States
(US) and its allies, tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the Dewan Rakyat here today.

"I'n accordance with the Dewan Rakyat Standing O der 27(3), | beg to
table the foll owi ng notion:

THAT the US and its allies have | aunched a unilateral mlitary strike
agai nst lraq without the mandate and consent of the United Nations (UN)
Security Council;

THAT the unilateral military action by the US and its allies is a
breach of international |law and the UN Charter;

THAT the rationale for the unilateral mlitary action is totally
unaccept abl g;

THAT the pre-enptive unilateral mlitary action is not sanctioned by
either the UN Charter or international |aw,

THAT the unilateral nmilitary action ainmed at bringing about a regine
change in Iraq tantanounts to an invasion of an i ndependent and sovereign
nati on;

THUS, this House resol ves to:

(1) Strongly condemn the unilateral nilitary action by the US and its
al lies against Iraq;

(2) Uge the US and its allies to immedi ately cease the unilatera
mlitary action against lraq;

(3) Call on all parties concerned to urgently return to the process of
peaceful settlement in ensuring Irag's conpliance with UN Security Counci
resolutions relating to its all eged possessi on of weapons of mass
destruction

(4) Uge the US and its allies to respect the human rights of the
peopl e of Iraq and international conventions on human rights, especially
t he Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Ti me of War;

(5) That Mal aysia, together with nmenbers of the Non-Aligned Movenent
and ot her states sharing simlar stance, uphold the principles of
international |aw and the UN Charter in dealing with issues affecting
rel ati ons between nati ons;

(6) Appeal to the international conmunity to extend expeditiously
energency relief to the people of Iraq;



(7) That this House convey this resolution to all |egislatures and
parlianents concerned, especially that of the US, Britain, Spain and
Australia.

I thank you M Speaker for allowi ng this august House to debate the
issue of the military action on Iraq by the US and its allies.

2. The world today has entered a very al arm ng and danger ous phase
following the attack on Iraqg by the US and its allies wthout the sanction
of the UN. This has left a black mark in the history of the world which saw
a superpower and its allies, in blatant disregard of international |aw,
humanity and justice, attacking a state that is no | onger able to defend
itself let alone pose a threat to a superpower. That Iraq is dangerous and
a threat to the whole world, with its weapons of mass destruction, is
ridi cul ous and unacceptabl e as a reason for | aunching such attack.

3. Sadder still, the use of the | atest weaponry and whol esal e borbi ngs
of lIraq, which has been forced beforehand to destroy its defence systemon
the orders of the UN Security Council, is really unjust. After having

suffered for 12 years under UN-inposed econom ¢ sanctions resulting in the
loss of 1.5 mllion lives due to the shortage of food and nedi cal suppli es,
the Iragi s now face bonbi ngs and rocket attacks agai nst which they are

def encel ess and devoi d of any neans to protect thensel ves. Even the bonb
shelters are no | onger safe since the ordnance used agai nst them coul d
penetrate concrete and earthwork. Essentially this is not a war since the
aggressor is the world's superpower and the victimtotally | acks the
ability to defend itself. Surely a quick victory is a foregone concl usi on
for the superpower. Regardl ess of whether victory is swift or long in
coming, what is certain is that death and injuries inflicted on the Iragis
will be substantial.

4. In the aftermath of the Second World War, countries of the world
agreed to establish the UNto save it fromfurther wars. The world
entrusted the five major powers with a veto right although this is contrary
to denocratic principles. And yet the world willingly accorded them such
right believing that they woul d check anyone anobng themfromresorting to
aggression by using the veto power. Mreover, the world believes that these
superpowers, in particular those non-Comrmuni st states, woul d uphol d those
principl es and not renege.

It is nost unfortunate that those which reneged on their promi se are
the very countries which often denmand strict adherence to the principles
regardl ess of the circunstances. The Security Council and the UN have
t hensel ves been margi nali sed by the US which discards all internationa
| aw. The US unashanedly resorted to unilateral action, forsaking its role
as a protector and becones undependabl e i nst ead.

6. This is the second occasion that the US has destroyed an
i nternational body which the Anericans thenselves initiated to illegalise
war. The US similarly destroyed the League of Nations which was forned
after the First Wrld War.

7. Today, smaller and weaker nations are no | onger safe as the UN could
no | onger protect themfrom superpower aggression. The UN and internationa
| aw are neani ngl ess now. W have reverted to the Stone Age where mght is
right. It is thinkable now that the superpowers woul d viol ate sovereign
nations at their whinms and fancies sinply because a country is perceived to



be undenocratic, disrespectful of human rights, disregards religious
freedom-- justifying for intervention and a regi me change by way of
exiling and assassi nating an undesirable |eader. This is what's left after
international |aw and the UN have been destroyed. The rule of Iaw no | onger
exi sts because the very people who coined this termare thensel ves the
violators. If there is any action that is destructive and viol ates al
principles nmeant to bring about a peaceful world which is free from
oppression, then this is the biggest violation of all by a

super power - cum nucl ear power.

8. Mal aysia reinforces the conviction that weapons of nmass destruction
are a threat to the world community and which the world can do without.
Destruction of all these weapons w thout exception to any country is a
pre-requisite. But while Iraq i s banned from possessi ng such weapons, its
eneny, |srael, is not.

9. What guarantee is there that Israel would not use destructive
weapons such as a nucl ear bonb on its enenmies given its wilful killing of
Pal estinians? Israel and the US have in fact threatened to use nucl ear
weapons as they deemfit in certain circunstances.

10. Despite repeated scrutiny, UN inspectors have failed to unearth any
weapons of mass destruction in Irag. Irag nmay be hiding these weapons but
they are not easily conceal ed gi ven the sophisticated devices available to
the superpowers to locate all nuclear and chemical weaponry. |If at all they
could be hidden, it is unlikely that their nunber is enough to destroy the
world or Israel or its ally, the US. Any attenpt by Iraq to use such
weapons woul d pronpt the superpowers, with their vast and superior nuclear
weapons, to destroy Iraq and its | eadership. Should Iraqis face
anni hilation in the search of weapons of mass destruction which may well
not be in their country at all? Wile Bush and Blair claimthey want to
save the Iraqgis, what is the neaning of security for dead Iraqis?

11. O late, what is obvious is that it is not Iragq' s weapons of mass
destruction that is uppernost but the objective has shifted to ousting the
Iragi government and pursuing the strategic goals of the US and its allies.
Towards this end, their strategy is not only to defeat Iraqg but al so
station Anerican forces permanently in West Asia to nmonitor and intimdate
the governnments and the people there. This means denpcracy is unlikely to
flourish and i nstead authoritarian rules by foreign powers and their
puppets will be a feature of the world system

12. @ulf countries nmay have to accept superpower dom nation but this
may not go down well with their people who will show their rejection by
resorting to acts of violence, thus nurturing terrorism W should be
m ndful that just when we thought the world was safe, New York and
Washi ngt on suddenly canme under attack. Despite the US and Britain being on
full alert, there is nothing to guarantee security for all people at al
pl aces at all tines. Terrorists bent on vengeance all this while could
mount attacks maybe today, or tonorrow or a year or 10 years fromnow. The
world will not be safe and people will forever live in fear. The world's
econonmy will not recover, and political instability will prevail while
rel ati ons between nations remain strained. The truth is that the success of
the Sept 11 attacks is beyond the expectation of the perpetrators given the
irrational reaction of the superpowers. By right, it is the root causes of
terrorismthat need addressing but instead irrational actions conpounded
the problem The attack on Iraq will not help dimnish the possibility of



terrorist attacks fromrecurring.

13. For this reason, the governnent of Ml aysia strongly condems the
action of the US, Britain and their allies on Irag. Qur strong stand is
that war is not a nmeans of ending hostilities between nations. War shoul d
only be allowed for the defence and security of a country under attack.
Pre-enptive war agai nst weaker nations by the superpowers and their allies
shoul d al t oget her be banned. Unilateral attacks should be illegalised and
the worl d shoul d act agai nst anyone breaching this principle and
i nternational |aw.

14. W are relieved that at | east there are superpowers which oppose
the American and British actions. W highly cormend France, Russia and
Chi na together with Germany and several other European nations for their
opposition to the actions of US and its allies. W regard highly Anericans
and Britons who protested agai nst their own governments al ongsi de peopl e
fromall over the world through anti-war denonstrations.

15. It is clear that this is not a war between Europe or Christians and
Musl i mcountries. The opposition to the war by the | eader of the Catholic
Church Pope John Paul, the Archbishop of Canterbury of the Anglican Church
and the Archbi shop of Britain's Catholic Church prove that Christians at
| arge are against US actions. This is not a Crusade. This is a war between
t he superpowers, the US and Britain, and Iraq, a weak Muslimstate. This is
the actions of inmperialists still in pursuit of world dom nance. After
| aunchi ng attacks on the econony, they followsuit with mlitary strikes.

If the targeted country is strong, surely they won't attack. This is a
cowardly act of a bully.

16. This alarm ng situation pronpted the Ml aysi an governnent to enbark
on a nmission to rescue Malaysians in Irag and West Asia. Three C 130
aircraft have been dispatched to airlift the Ml aysi ans hone.

17. In the face of several potential problens that may underm ne
Mal aysi a' s peace and stability, we have taken several neasures, the nost
i nportant being to preserve national stability and security.

18. Mal aysia being a denocratic country, it is understandable that
Mal aysi ans and their political parties have differing views on various
matters. However, on the issue of the violation of international |aw and
unilateral strikes against Iraq by the US and Britain, | hope we Ml aysi ans
and our political parties could come up with a common stance. Any
di fferences between us on this issue can only lead to probl ens and weaken
our resolve to oppose the violations of the UN Charter, international |aw
and attacks on Iraq. W should bear in mnd that nowit is Irag that is at
the receiving end. No country will be safe after this. Defending Ml aysia
is the responsibility of all Ml aysians.

19. Malaysia is not only a menber of the Non-Aligned Moverment but is
currently its chairman. W are also a menber of the O C or the Organisation
of Islam c Conference. At a tinme when a nenber nation of both organisations
is under mlitary attack, it is vital that we give support by being voca
i n opposing the aggression by the US and its allies, which are the enem es
of our friend.

20. W will be constantly under threat and will be recol oni sed by the
superpowers who can turn their back on the UNif they so choose, unless the



weaker nations close ranks. Watever differences that we and our politica
parties may have, | amconvinced that none anong us is willing to see our
country recol oni sed

21. As NAMchairman, |1've witten letters expressing the novenent's
opposition to the war against one of its menbers, nanely lraq. W will use
this channel to garner the support of as many countries in the world as
possi bl e to condemm the action of the US and its allies.

22. | hope that Ml aysi an non-governnental organisations woul d
comuni cate with their counterparts in the US and Britain to influence
their respective governnents to stop attacking Irag. Only the Anmericans and
British people could bring their governments to stop attacking Irag and
persuade themto return to the UN fold. If the governments which bypass the
UN are unseated by their own people, then probably the new ones nay
re-enbrace the UN

23. Malaysia is aware that the US and its allies may be displeased with
our stand. W don't hate the Americans. We do not wish to be at odds with
the US or Britain or anybody for that matter. But we cannot turn a blind
eye to injustice and oppression. Wat they are doing to Iraq is gross
i njustice and conmpoundi ng the oppression of the Iraqis, who, for the past
12 years, have been deprived of food and nmedical supplies. Wiile the Iraq
governnent has been accused of cruelty, sanctions on the lraqis for the
past 12 years till today are far nore cruel. No natter how good denocracy
is, to kill the people of a country into accepting denocracy is in fact
agai nst denocratic principles and i moral .

24. Islamteaches us to inprove our | ot before God changes our destiny.
W have so far done our best to save Muslins. We shall work harder still to
the best of our ability. Hence, it is only proper that we pray for divine
hel p.

25. The governnent encourages all npbsques nationwi de to conduct speci al
prayers for an imediate end to the war. The followers of other faiths are
i kewi se encouraged to do so according to their respective practi ces.

26. God willing, through our efforts and prayers, the nunber of Iraqis
killed and injured will be mnimsed and the US and Britain wll
i medi ately stop their aggression on Irag.

27. W pray that God will realise our w shes.

28. | beg to table this notion."

- - BERNAMVA
MAM RYN JK
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