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K' TAN, T' GANU MUST ACCEPT FACT THAT THEY CAN T MANAGE WATER SUPPLY

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 3 (Bernanmm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad toni ght
said he does not see how Kel antan and Terengganu can be excl uded from
accepting the federal governnment's decision to take over the nanagenent of
water supply in the states.

The Prime Mnister said this was because both states, which are under
t he opposition governnent, did not have sufficient funds and were in fact
facing nore problens than the other states.

"I'n Kel antan, for exanple, they can't supply treated water properly.
The water appears grey and they always ask for |oans and assi stance from
t he federal governnent.

"The amount asked for is not small, (they) ask as much as RMB00
mllion. This shows that they can't afford it. If we don't provide
assi stance, then the people of Kelantan may not get water for drinking," he
said at a nedia conference after closing the Putrajaya Carnival 2003 here.

Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang and Kel ant an
Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat had expressed the stand of their
respecti ve governments not to accept the federal government decision

Asked on the financial assistance given, Dr Mahathir said: "By right
t hey shoul d pay but they cannot expect to get nore noney from us.

"At the noment al so they cannot supply the water. So if they ask for
nore noney, we cannot give."

The Prime Mnister was al so asked what action would be taken by the
federal governnent if its decision to take over the water supply was
rejected at the Kel antan and Terengganu State Legi sl ative Assenblies.

He replied: "W have to | ook at our Constitution, what are the powers
of the federal governnment and that of the state governments.

"OF course, when we want to anmend the Constitution involving the
states, the respective states concerned nust decide to support it," he
sai d.

On Wednesday, Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S.Samy Vel lu announced that the
managenment of water supply in the states would be taken over by the federa
government fully.

Following this, a special body would be created to manage water supply
t hr oughout the country.

Asked on the problemfaced by the El ection Conmission with regard to
voter registration in Putrajaya, Dr Mahathir said the residents could have
nmoved to Putrajaya from ot her places.

"So, there are cases where they sonetines don't want to register (as
voters) in Putrajaya. Like in nmy case, although I live in Putrajaya,
regi stered as a voter in Anak Bukit (in Kedah)," he said.

However, he was confident that the nunber of residents in Putrajaya,
whi ch now exceeds 10, 000, woul d increase before the general election
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