26 APR 2003
Abdul | ah- Economi st
THE ECONOM ST MUST APOLOG SE, SAYS ABDULLAH

PENANG, April 26 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said
today the Ml aysi an government hol ds the London- based Econom st nagazi ne
fully accountable for its inaccurate and unfair description of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s | eader ship.

"The right thing for themto do is to apol ogise,” the acting prine
mnister said in response to questions at a nedia conference after playing
in the Uar fund-raising gold gane at Bukit Janbul, here.

Abdul  ah said it was clear that the buck stopped with the witer of the
article, Chris Lockwood, and the publishers of the Economi st.

"There is no need to point fingers at anybody el se and seek scapegoats.
Fromt he nagazi ne' s acknow edgenents of those who hel ped themw th the
story, it is clear that they spoke to a very | arge nunber of known
opponents of Dr Mahathir and the government.

"These critics, who include opposition party | eaders and pro-opposition
medi a peopl e, never have anything good to say about us anyway. Only a few
of the people acknow edged by the witer are either neutral or
pro-government, " he said

Abdul | ah sai d the magazi ne was clearly off mark and prejudi ced because
it did not take into viewthe real reflection of what the people of
Mal aysi a t hi nk

"The vast najority of Ml aysians are unhappy and angry over this
article and its portrayal of Dr Mahathir. W know better than anyone el se
Dr Mahathir's contributions and sacrifices for the nation and his people,"”
he sai d.

To a question on whether the article could influence Ml aysi ans' vi ew
of Dr Mahathir, Abdullah was dism ssive of the nagazine's influence, saying
that Mal aysi ans "know of Dr Mahathir's great contributions and how his
| eader shi p has brought our country so nuch progress. | know Dr Mahathir's
contributions to Umo and the country and will always support him no
mat t er what anyone says."

He added that Dr Mahathir's | eadership was not only acknow edged
domestically and within the region, but al so throughout the world.

"Foreign | eaders and countries have openly and unabashedly expressed
admration and respect for what Dr Mahat hir has done and the whol e world
knows of Dr Mahathir's successes," Abdul | ah said.

- - BERNAMA

KH M) JK



	THE ECONOMIST MUST APOLOGISE, SAYS ABDULLAH (Bernama 26/04/2003)

