25 APR 2003

"THE ECONOM ST" ARTI CLE A CONTINUI TY OF WESTERN AGENDA - ZAM

KUALA LUVPUR, April 25 (Bernama) -- The article in "The Econom st"
magazi ne containing strong criticismagainst the | eadership of Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad is a continuity of the Western agenda to tarnish the
i mage of the Prime Mnister, Deputy Information M nister Datuk Zai nuddin
Mai di n sai d today.

He said the nove by the London-based nagazine to condenn Dr Mahathir in
the article entitled "A Qualified Success"” published in the April 5 edition
woul d not erode the confidence of the people in the | eadership of the Prine
M ni ster.

"The western nedi a harbours unendi ng revenge agai nst Dr Mahat hir
because he has elinminated the el ement of foreign powers in politics and
nati onal econony," he tol d BERNAVA

Zainuddin said the attack by the magazine, an influential publication
known to reflect the voice of the British to the world, was part of the
framework of the Western doctrine to discredit Third Wrld | eaders, who
bl ocked the advance of gl obalisation, which is being inplenented in the
formof a new col onialism

"Unfortunately in Ml aysia, the group, which previously opposed
i mperialismand capitalism has now beconme part of the western nechani sm
with or without realising efforts towards this end," he sai d when
commenting on the article which portrayed a negative picture of the
country's devel opnment and progress under Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

"Dr Mahathir is being made the scapegoat because he broke the w ngs of
the foreign power in this country that has crept into Umo that shocked the
worl d," he said.

Dr Mahathir also thwarted attenpts by the International Mnetary Fund
(I'MF) to gain control of the country's econony by "putting on a sweet
face. "

Zai nuddi n said the nagazine's report was their latest effort to force
Dr Mahathir to step down i nmedi ately despite his announcenent that he woul d
do so in Cctober.

"This is because their prediction that Dr Mahathir will continue to
remain in power has been proven wong. They al so portrayed a picture as
t hough Dr Mahathir is no | onger needed now.

"They also tried to create an inpression as though there is pressure
fromwithin his own party for Dr Mahathir to stay on, a nove ained at
pitting hi magainst his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul|ah Ahnmad Badaw ," he said.

Abdul | ah said yesterday it was obvious fromthe article that the witer
and the magazine had ill-wll against the country's | eadership.

He sai d nobody, including the Western nedia, could dismss the reality
of progress and success achi eved by Ml aysia under Dr Mahathir's
| eader shi p.

Zai nuddin said: "Unfortunately, there are political groups in the
country which failed to see this evil gane to divide the people and
destabilise the country.

"Surely, what is done by The Economist will not help to correct the
Mal aysi ans' perception of the British Government which has been marred by
its nove to be in cohort with the USin the March 20 invasion of Iraqg," he
added.
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