09 AUG 2003
Mahat hi r - Anbi ti on
THI NK Bl G AND WORK HARD FOR SUCCESS, SAYS DR M

MELAKA, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The peopl e should not only have big
anmbi ti ons but should al so ensure that their dreams could be realised if
they want to gain the respect of others, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
sai d tonight.

The Prime Mnister said only by adopting such an attitude could the
peopl e match the other races in the world.

"l have al ways expl ained that we built the Petronas Twi n Towers, the
world's tallest building, to prove to the world that we can build such
buil dings," he said at a state dinner at the Mel aka International Trade
Centre (MTC) in Air Keroh here.

Al'so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and his wife Datin Seri
Endon Mahnood, Cabinet ministers, Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters.

Dr Mahathir said other states should respect the Mel aka governnent for
t hi nki ng big and bringing rapid devel opnment to the state, which at one tine
was known as the sl eepy holl ow.

"Mel aka hel d the biggest dinner (in open space at Dataran Sejarah | ast
year) attended by 25,000 people, (and) tonight's dinner is the biggest
under one roof attended by 12,000 people,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the rapid devel opnent in Mel aka was nmade possi bl e by
the close ties anpong t he peopl e of various races.

"Mel aka has changed since the rule of Barisan Nasional (BN). Oher
states which are bigger will surely respect Melaka for its big anmbitions,"”
he sai d.

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasnmah received greetings from
the people in conjunction with their 47th weddi ng anni versary on Aug 6, and
cut a cake to the tune of the song "Allah Sel amat kan Kamu" sung by those
present.

Dr Mahathir also received a RML million contribution fromdonors in
Mel aka
-- RWMF00, 000 for the Wl fare Body of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy
M nisters
(BAKTI) and RMB0OO, 000 for the Welfare Body of Wves of Ml aka El ected
Representati ves (Bl STARI).

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah al so rai sed RMLOO, 000 by singing the
song "Tinggi-tinggi Terbang Burung".

Mel aka Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam al so handed over
RM420, 000 to Dr Mahathir for the Iraqi People's Humanitarian Fund, which
was part of the RMr12,000 raised in Mel aka. The bal ance had been given to
the fund earlier.

Toni ght's di nner, involving 12,000 people, entered the Ml aysi a Book of
Records as the biggest dinner in a building. The event ended with a
10-m nut e fireworks display.
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