15 AUG 2003
EZULW NI - STATEMENT
THI RD WORLD LEADERS | SSUE STRONG STATEMENT ON WIO MARKET ACCESS

EZULW NI, Aug 15 (Bernanm) -- Leaders of devel opi ng countries have
i ssued a strong statenent to the Wrld Trade Organization (WO ministeria
meeting in Cancun, Mexico, next nonth, demandi ng equal market access for
products from bot h devel oped and devel opi ng countri es.

In what is surely the firnest-ever unified stance taken by devel opi ng
countries, the leaders said in the "Ezulwini Statement” to the WO t hat
there woul d be "no access for the products of the devel oped countries
unl ess equal access is given to the products of devel oping countries."

The | eaders, who are here for the d obal 2003 Snart Partnersip
I nternational Dial ogue, demanded in a draft copy of the statenent obtained
by journalists that "negotiations in the WO nust be denocratic."

"Decisions by a privileged few nust be regarded as non-binding on the
rest" and "that new i ssues should not be brought up until satisfctory
concl usions are reached on the present agenda," the | eaders of Ml aysi a,
Bot swana, South Africa, Myzanbi que, Nami bia, Swaziland , Sudan, Uganda and
Zi mbabwe, said in the statenent.

Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbdhamad, in coments nmade in
preparations for the final statement, said that the action of countries
outside the smart partnership dial ogue had i npacted on the devel opnent and
progress of these countries in negotiations in the WO

International Trade and Industry M nister, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz
woul d | ead the Mal aysi an del egation to the crucial tal ks begi nning Sept 10.

Sone officials at the dial ogue said there was fear that the WO tal ks
m ght col | apse as devel oped countries such as the United States and the
Eur opean Uni on were backtracking on conmitnents nade at their |ast meeting
in Doha in areas such as liberalising trade in drugs and agricultura
product s.

The Ezulwi ni Statenent said that "no country nmay devi se and apply
non-tariff barriers without the approval of trading partners.”

They said that trade should be conpletely di sassoci ated from non-trade
i ssues such as denocracy, human rights and | abour practices as there were
other fora to discuss these issues.

Besides this, the leaders said that Intellectual Property Rights (IPR
shoul d not be applied equally between countries at different stages of
devel opnent.

For instance, they said that social (health) factors nust be given ful
consideration in the application of IPR

They insisted that the "Devel opnent Round" should in fact be concerned
with devel opnent and that trade conditions should pronote and not detract
fromdevel opnent .

"There nust be progress on Special and Differential treatnent, the
st at emrent added.

Dr Mahathir said that devel oping countries believed in the role of the
WO i n bringing about fair trade.

"But the decision by the WO nust refl ect denocratically the view of
the "haven't as much as the haves."

The Prime M nister said that "the nmenbers of the Smart Partnership
nmovenent, whil e representing ourselves, also |argely represent the views of
the countries where we cone from"

"Wt insist on fairness and justice in world trade for everyone in this
world," he said. -- BERNAMA
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