13 AUG 2003
Kadi r - Processi on
TH S YEAR S NATI ONAL DAY PROCESSI ON MOST SYMBOLI C, SAYS ABDUL KADI R

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 13 (Bernamm) -- The National Day procession to be held
here at the end of the nmonth can be described as the nost synbolic event
ever held in view of the approaching retirenent of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad as Prine M nister.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said the event would al so be historic as it could be taken to be the
| aunching of Putrajaya itself.

He said nore than 300, 000 people were expected to be at the "Boul evard"
area in Presint 3, where a manmoth processi on woul d be held on Aug 31
begi nni ng at 8. 30am

"It is the first procession to be held in Putrajaya, (and) a farewell
procession for Dr Mahathir," he told reporters when visiting the Boul evard
to look at the preparations being nade for the National Day procession.

Abdul Kadir al so gave an assurance that the National Day procession
this time would be extraordinary conpared to the previous ones as it would
hi ghlight the country's successes and that of the admi nistration's under Dr
Mahat hir's era from 1981 until 2003.

The mnister said the theme for this year's cel ebrations would be
"Mal aysi a' s Devel opnent 1981 - 2003", and the floats participating in the
processi on woul d show the country's achi evenents in the various fields in a
synbol i ¢ manner through the decorations put up

He said anpl e parking | ots woul d be provided while policenmen woul d be
stationed at strategic places to guide the people to the procession area.

Abdul Kadir al so said that he had been assured by the project
contractors that the Boul evard area woul d be ready for the occasion at
| east one week before the event.

He said that 12,000 participants were expected to take part in the
processi on and they would strive to show the country's achi evenments in the
various fields including industry, agriculture, technol ogy, education and
racial unity.

Meanwhi |l e in MELAKA, 100 patriots who had struggled for the country's
i ndependence would be invited to the | aunching of the Merdeka Month at the
national |evel by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badaw at
Bandar Hilir on Sunday.

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali Rustam sai d anong the freedom
fighters to be invited woul d be former Deputy Prime Mnister Tun Abdu
Gnhaf ar Baba, Tun Fatimah Hashim Tan Sri Ai shah Ghani, Tan Sri Mistafa
Abdul Jabar, Tan Sri Aziz Tapa, Datuk Fatimah Abdul Mjid and Datuk Wra
Borhan Md Yanan.

"Al'l these patriots who had struggl ed for the i ndependence woul d hand
over the Jalur Gemilang to the Deputy Prine Mnister that night," he told
reporters after chairing the weekly Exco neeting, here today.

He said preparations for the event were going on actively, including
work to put up nore than 2,000 Jalur Gemilang along the road fromthe Air
Keroh Toll Plaza right up to Bandar Hilir

In addition, he said 50,000 Jalur Gemlang would be distributed to the
public on that day when nore than 100, 000 peopl e were expected to turn up
for the event.

Mohd Al'i said Abdul |l ah woul d be taken in a procession fromthe hotel
where he woul d be staying to the site for the | aunching cerenony at Bandar
Hilir.
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