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THAI FOREI GN M NI STER ARRI VES FOR JO NT COWM SSI ON MEETI NG TOMORROW

PUTRAJAYA, March 7 (Bernama) -- The ninth Ml aysia-Thailand Joi nt
Conmi ssion neeting will continue tonorrow with the arrival of Thai Foreign
Affairs mnister Dr Surakiart Sathirathai today to participate at the
m nisterial |evel

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said the neeting woul d
focus on issues to enhance bilateral ties and cooperation in various
aspects, especially the econom c aspect.

He said Thailand had always stressed its interest in issues concerning
t he openi ng of Ml aysi a- Thai border and the free nmovenent of goods between
bot h si des.

"We will discuss matters of conmon interest, how various areas of
cooperation are inplenmentable," he told a nedia conference after a brief
nmeeting with Surakiart at Wsma Putra here.

Syed Hami d said the neeting would al so di scuss Mal aysia's preparation
for the Informati on Technol ogy and I nfrastructure Wrkshop schedul ed this
June under the Asean Cooperation Di al ogue programe.

He said Dr Surakiart congratul ated Mal aysia on the successful hosting
of the 13th Non-Aligned Movermrent (NAM Summit recently and pl edged his
support to nmake the novenent vital.

On the energency neeting of the Organisation of the |slamc Conference
(O C in Doha, Qatar, earlier this week, Syed Ham d said he felt that the
meeti ng had achieved its objective.

The neeting was successful because the nmenber countries reached a
deci si on without nuch debate but the issue was that the decision should be
i npl emented not by countries outside West Asia but countries within the
regi on, he said.

The O C, in a communi que after the nmeeting on Wednesday, rejected any
mlitary action againg Iraq and asserted that the Islamc states would
abstain fromparticipating in any mlitary actions targeting the security
and territorial integritu of lrag or any other Islam c country.

Syed Hami d said the neeting only discussed two i ssues -- the
possibility of a war in Iraq and the deteriorating situation in Pal estine.
He said it was not proper to disucss other issues at the neeting as
t hese shoul d be discussed at the O C sunmt to be held in Kuala Lunpur in

Cct ober .

Mal aysi a was represented by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the neeting.
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