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KUALA LUMPUR, (Bernama) - He was not seen as a |likely presidential
candi date of the MCA during the infanous clash between Datuk Dr Neo Yee Pan
and Datuk Tan Koon Swan in the 1980s.

Havi ng thrown his wei ght behind Koon Swan, he was |ike any other
"generals" in the bitter party tussle, till a twist of fate propelled him
to the hel mof the ol dest and bi ggest Chi nese party, a job he held for
al nrost 17 years.

That twist of fate cane on Sept 3, 1986 when he, as the deputy
president, was appointed to the top post, replaci ng Koon Swan who had to
resign after being sentenced to a two-year jail and a fine of S$500, 000 for
crimnal breach of trust in Singapore.

Born on Sept 18, 1943, Dr Ling had his early education at the King
Edward VII1 School in Taiping before joining the prestigious Royal Mlitary
Col l ege (RMO) in Sungai Besi.

Fromthe RMC, Dr Ling studied nedicine at the University of Singapore
in 1961 and by 1966, he served as a doctor at Penang General Hospital
before opting for private practice in Butterworth in 1975.

The nedi cal doctor, with a dead-pan face and gravel voice, |aunched his
political career in 1968 when he joined the MCA and worked his way up to
become a Central Committee menber in 1974.

EARLY YEARS

In the same year, he was picked to stand in the Mata Kuchi ng (now
call ed Bagan) parlianmentary constituency on an MCA ticket and won,
retaining the seat for two subsequent terns.

For his achievenents in the party, Dr Ling was appointed Parlianentary
Secretary to the Mnistry of Local Governnent and Federal Territory in
1976.

However, nore than a year later, he was made Deputy Information
Mnister. In 1982, Dr Ling was appoi nted Deputy Finance M nister

Two years later, his political fortune took a nose-dive when the party
| eadership crisis erupted between Yee Pan and Koon Swan. Dr Ling was anong
the 14 MCA stalwarts | ed by Koon Swan who were expelled fromthe MCA

On March 28, 1984, Dr Ling resigned as Deputy Finance M nister
followi ng his expulsion fromthe MCA but was re-instated into the party on
Feb 18, 1985 following the intervention of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

He was then appoi nted Deputy Education Mnister and a year |later, as
the M nister of Transport, replacing Tan Sri Chong Hon Nyan who retired.

SECOND W ND

Fresh fromthe groundswel|l of support for Koon Swan and his "general s",
Dr Ling beat party stalwarts Wng Seng Chow and Yew Hock Seng for the
Deputy MCA president post in the party elections of Nov 24, 1985.

And that set the stage for himto |l ead the party unchal |l enged and
al nrost unquestioned till his faithful deputy, Datuk Seri LimAh Lek, a
fell ow general of the Koon Swan canp, accused hi mof not honouring a
prom se sone 14 nonths earlier

Ah Lek, who was often described as a reluctant politician, reportedly



said he had a gentleman's pact with Dr Ling in that Dr Ling would pronote
his (Ah Lek's) protege, Datuk Chan Kong Choy, a party vice president, to
full mnistershipinreturn for his resignation fromthe cabinet and | ater
the party.

Dr Ling instead pronoted his own protege, Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, as
the M nister of Housing and Local Governnents and denied that there was
such an agreement wi th Ah Lek.

This roused Ah Lek out of his "retirenment"” and split the MCA into the
fam liar Team A and Team B factions of the Koon Swan-Yee Pan era.

MORE WOES

Party insiders said the problens between the two nen began to sinmer in
the wake of frustration quietly expressed by sone party | eaders and the
grassroots over the MCA's failure to get nore cabinet posts to match its
el ectoral success in the |ast 1999 CGeneral El ection.

The MCA al so had its hopes of getting the chief mnister's post in
Penang dashed and when its conproni se request for the deputy chi ef
m nister's post was not even entertained, Dr Ling's detractors blanmed it on
hi m

Things cane to a head during a central committee nmeting on April 19
when, according to party insiders, Dr Ling came under fire for over an hour
from Ah Lek and a few other | eaders.

Anong ot her things, he was criticised for not recomendi ng seni or
parlianentarian Datuk Yap Pian Hon to any governnent post throughout the
three terns Yap served as vice-president until he failed to defend the post
in the previous party el ections.

Sone central conmittee nmenbers al so snubbed Dr Ling for the way he
sel ected sone of the candi dates for the 1999 general el ection, describing
the sel ection as going agai nst the aspirations of the grassroots.

Then the nenbers from Perak spoke against himfor dropping two MPs from
the state fromthe MCA cabinet list - party secretary-general and i ncunbent
m ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh and i ncunmbent deputy m nister Datuk
Loke Yuen Yow.

But it was Ah Lek who was nost upset with Dr Ling for breach of
prom se, said the party insiders.

LAW SU TS AND BUSI NESS FAIl LURES

But this wasn't the only woes of the party president. The financia
crisis of July 1997 that hit the region, also devastated the businesses of
hi s associ ates and son, Hee Liong.

Never before has a MCA president faced a series of high profile | ega
suits anobunting to mllions of ringgit. |If those are not enbarassnent
enough, then there is the threat of a fornmer protege-turned-nenesis, Datuk
Soh Chee Wen, who seened ready to spill the beans on his business dealings
with the Lings and their conpani es.

ACHI EVEMENTS

Unl i ke one of his predecessors, Tan Sri Lee San Choon, who had noot ed
the Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) as one of the five flagship
projects of the party, Dr Ling sawto it that UTAR becones a reality inits
Kanpar canpus.

One project that Dr Ling planned for the party to carry out was the
Langkawi project where rural students of all races were to be given speci al
coaching or tuition.



Per haps the nost menorabl e occasion for Dr Ling in his political career
was when he becane the Acting Chairman of the Barisan Nasional on Feb 16,
1988. For three mnutes he headed the BN Suprene Council neeting to approve
the application of "UVNO Baru" to join the BN

He created a history of sort because the post of BN Chairman has al ways
been hel d by the UMNO President and Mal aysian Prinme Mnister.

WORK DONE

Dr Ling first announced his intention to step down fromthe cabi net
post on May 22, 2000 but was advised against it by the prine mnister.
Hower, after a |long vacation, Dr Ling announced on June 6, 2000 that he
was willing to continue his mnisterial post as Transport M nister which he
has held for the past 14 years.

He had admtted that the problemthat led to his resignation was due to
the MCA being short of one minister's post, and said that the only way to
solve the problemwas for himto give up his own cabi net post for Kong Choy
to beconme a minister.

However, the story did not end there. He dropped another bonbshell | ast
Jan 7 when he announced that he had subnmitted his letter of resignation

The undated letter was sent to Dr Mahathir on Aug 15 |l ast year and he
said he told the prine mnister that he was ready to | eave after the
of ficial opening of UTAR The university was officiated by Dr Mahathir on
Jan 12, this year.

"I felt that my agenda has been conpleted,” he was quoted as saying
t hen.
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