19 JUN 2003
Mahat hir-Party
THE MOOD | S AGAI NST BI CKERI NG W THI N THE PARTY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today the current nood in Umo is against bickering within the party and
this would last right up to the party el ections next year.

The Umo President said party nmenbers involved in bickering would be
guilty of going against the nood of the mgjority.

"So, if there are people who want to do it, they will not get the
support,” he said at a nedia conference at the end of the first day of the
54t h Umo Ceneral Assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre (PWC), here

He sai d the approach to avoid bickering during the party el ecti ons next
year woul d be to expose t he probl em bef or ehand.

"I see the spirit of Umo nenbers at its peak. They support our cal
agai nst bickering and the support to Pak Lah (his deputy Datuk Ser
Abdul I ah Ahrmed Badawi ) is very strong," he said.

On the suggestion by a delegate to hold an early general election, Dr
Mahat hir who is also Prime Mnister, said he believed that the nood woul d
remain right up to the general el ection.

He said that based on the nopod, he believed that Umo and the Bari san
Nasi onal (BN) woul d achieve a greater victory in the next general election
conpared to the 1999 general el ection.

On the prai ses showered upon himby the del egates during the
presidential debate, he said: "I have already said there should not be any
conplinent. But | cannot stop them | viewit as an indirect show of
confidence to the party. They praised the | eadership of the party and not
for nyself."

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said he would | ook into a ninor
Cabi net reshuffle followi ng the resignation of Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
as Transport M nister.

Asked whet her he was sad as he would be | eaving the presidential post,

Dr Mahat hir said: "Not because of leaving...l amsad because if you hear
the end of ny speech...(it is) ny prayer for the party."
- - BERNAMA

JM ERE KHY ABG



	THE MOOD IS AGAINST BICKERING WITHIN THE PARTY, SAYS DR MAHATHIR (Bernama 19/06/2003)

