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Budget - Reacti on ( St at es)
THUMBS UP FOR 2004 BUDGET

ALOR STAR, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- The 2004 Budget has been well received
by a cross-section of the people, with Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed
Razak Syed Zain describing it a conprehensive one covering the interests of
al | groups.

He said all strata of society fromfarmers to students to disabl ed
peopl e had reason to cheer as everyone woul d benefit one way or another

For Kedah, it was a particularly good budget because the agriculture
sector, one of the state's nminstays, had received a big boost with the
all ocation of RML billion under the Village Mcro-Credit Schene, he said.

This schene woul d give direct benefits to the 130,000 farnming fanilies
i n Kedah, he said when comrenting on the budget unveil ed by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday.

I n SEREMBAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhaned | sa Abdul Sanad said the
budget reflected the government's credibility and ability in managi ng the
country.

It was one of the npbst conprehensive budgets, which would benefit al
sectors of society wi thout prejudice, he said.

"This proves that the governnent has never marginalised any group and
all citizens of the country would get to enjoy the fruits of the hardwork
by the people and t he governnent," he said.

He urged the people to be positive thinking and be prepared to boost
their conpetitiveness to further strengthen the country's econony.

I n Kota Baharu, Kelantan Tourism Associ ati on vi ce-chai rman Mist apa
| brahi msaid the people particularly the poor would gain fromthe budget.

"So too woul d the disabled, who have been gi ven bigger allocations and
nmore opportunities like holding posts in governnment agencies,"” he said.

Mal aysi an Bumi put era | nsurance Consultants Associ ation vice-president |
Nuzi han Zakaria said the budget covered nany aspects and woul d have a
positive inpact on econom c grow h.

The governnent's proposal to encourage the people to buy
hospitalisation insurance policies was a boost for the insurance industry,
Nuzi han sai d.

In Penang, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said it was a
pragmati c and caring bduget.

The nove to pronote small and nmedi umindustries (SMs) through the
granting of a 20 percent tax incentive for profits bel ow RVb00O, 000 was
pragmati c, he said.

The incentive would enable SMs to do nore on research and devel opnent
to help bring Mal aysian brands to the international stage, he said.

"Thi s budget al so shows that the governnent is taking pragmatic steps
to devel op the country as a centre for Informati on and Conmuni cati ons
Technol ogy (I CT)," he said.

In KANGAR, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m described it
as a budget for the present and the future.

"The 2004 Budget touches on various aspects which are applicabl e not
only for next year but also the next 100 years," he said.

Dr Mahathir had left a lasting inpression with his tabling of the
budget, his last before his retirenment, he said.

In Johor, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnan said the creation of
of f shore banks in Johor Baharu would turn it into an international
financial centre.



"We have various facilities |ike office space, residential units and
recreation centres which are world class, as bei ng devel oped at Dangga Bay
on the Lido beach,” he told.

He believed that the budget woul d hel p bring about an econonmic
transformation for the country.

In I poh, Ml aysian Malay Contractors Association vice-president Datuk
Muhamrad Muhi yuddi n Abdul | ah sai d t he budget proposals were consistent with
the governnment's efforts to i nprove the people's econonic standing.

4B Yout h secretary-general Datuk Jamal uddi n Abd Rahi msai d t he budget
woul d boost youth devel opnent through the creation of nobre youth training
centres.

"The big allocation for the National Service Programme can hel p youths
to become nore disciplined. I hope youth groups will make full use of the
al | ocati ons.

On the abolition of road tax for notorcycles bel ow 150cc, he said this
woul d greatly benefit youths who were still studying.

In MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mohd Ali Rustam described it as a
bal anced budget capabl e of generating econom c grow h w thout neglecting
t he poor and rural people.

He hoped that the federal governnent would distribute allocations for
research and devel opnent to the states to develop the | CT and bi ot echnol ogy
sectors.

The Mel aka governnment supported efforts to turn Malaysia into an
international trade centre, he said.

I n Penang, Consuners Association of Penang (CAP) president S.M Mhaned
Idris said the 20 percent hike in cigarette tax was not enough and woul d
not solve the problemof addiction to cigarettes.

The 10 percent increase in tax on liquor was al so not enough as the
duty would still be lower than those in nost other countries, he said.

Efforts to di scourage snoking and |iquor consunption would not be
successful as long as the government did not ban adverti senents on such
itens, he said.

Penang Mal aysi an Mal ay Chanber of Commrerce deputy president Haji Abdu
Rafi que Karimsaid it was a conprehensive and realistic budget to prepare
for the chall enges of globalisation and the Asean Free Trade Area (Afta).

Bum putera entrepreneurs in SMs should nake use of the incentives
provi ded by the government to hel p their businesses, he said.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, Terengganu Umo deputy chai rman sai d t he budget
was nore student-friendly this time around, and it showed that the
gover nment gave stress on educati on.

Idris said he would not be surprised if the opposition |labelled it as
an el ection budget as such had been their attitude all these years.

Peni nsul ar Mal aysi a Mal ay Students Federati on (GPMS5) secretary-genera
Syed Anuar Syed Mohamad said with one quarter of the budget allocated for
t he education sector, the standard of educati on was bound to i nprove.

Ter engganu Mal aysi an Mal ay Chanber of Commerce president Wan Mbhd
Al - Bakry Wan Mohd Noor urged its nenbers to seize the opportunities arising
fromthe budget proposals, including the incentives announced.

I n KUANTAN, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Adnan Yaakob said the budget was
people-friendly as it had the well-being of the | ower-incone group and
others in nind

O her allocations like that for upgradi ng water supply in Sabah and
Sar awak al so showed the governnent's determ nation to inprove the people's
standard of living, he said.

"This budget is a gift to the people fromthe Prine Mnister before his
retirenent, and it reflects his inmense contributions to the country,"” he
told reporters.



Whi | e governnment servants benefited froma hal f-nonth bonus, those in
the private sector would gain through other incentives like the abolition
of road tax for notorcycles bel ow 150cc, he said.

Adnan said the state governnent wel coned the allocations for
nmoder ni sing the agriculture sector through the use of technol ogy.
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