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THERE' S NO EASY WAY TO ACHI EVE SUCCESS, DR MAHATHI R TELLS MALAYSI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 30 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
Mal aysi ans especi ally the Bum puteras could achi eve success in any field
provided they are willing to train thensel ves, be discipline, not greedy
and be patient.

The Prime Mnister said there is no easy way to achi eve success.

"If we are willing to work hard, be patient and not |ooking for an easy
way out, believe ne, we can be successful |ike other people,” he said in
his nessage in conjunction with the country's 46th National Day
cel ebrations over the radi o and tel evi si on tonight.

He said the success of Ml aysians in overconing challenges to sai
round the world, swimacross the English Channel, clinmb the Myunt Everest
and wal k to the North Pol e was due to thorough preparations, patience and
determ nation to face chal |l enges.

"Here | wish to express ny di sappoi ntment because many Ml ays i ncl udi ng
young Mal ays had asked Azhar (national mariner Datuk Azhar Mansor) about
the “ilmu' he used," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that what they nmeant was il nmu ghaib' (nysticism
whi ch contained certain "doa' (prayers) purportedly to guarantee success.

They wanted to know about it so that they too could overcone chall enges
and be as successful.

"There is no "ilmu kebal' (invincibility), no "ilmu ghaib'" that can
guar ant ee success," he said.

He said the Malays, who are all Mislins and accepting the holy Quran
and hadith (traditions about the Prophet) as gui dance, should know t hat
even the Prophet Miuhanmad faced chal | enges, various kinds of tests and
failures before he suceeded in his nission.

"If we truly follow the hadith and the sunnah (the way of the Prophet),
then the “iman' (faith) and the diligence, bravery and discipline of the
Prophet shoul d be the exanple for us,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that once after they were physically and spiritually
ready, then they could give a try.

"Maybe we succeed. Maybe we fail. Fail, we try again. W pray, we seek
help fromthe Almghty. And we try and try again. If we succeed, we are
grateful, if we don't (succeed) we are not disappointed,” he said.

He said Mal aysia would like to see its citizens going into space and
requi red suitabl e candi dates who had the spirit, discipline and courage.

"We pray but we al so make adequate preparations. Hopefully many
candi dates will offer thenselves to becone the first Ml aysi an astronaut,
who wi || nmake Mal aysi a fanpus," he said.

In the messsge which focussed on the probl ens of the Bum puteras,

Mal ays and Islam the Prime Mnister said they had yet to achi eve progress
at par with other communities.

"My viewis that a bal ance between the Bum puteras and the
non- Bum puteras is the key to prosperity and peace in this country," he
sai d.

He said the objective of the New Economic Policy (NEP) had not been
fully achi eved because the Bum puteras were inpatient, took the easy way
out and greedy.

He said Bum puteras were willing to trade off their rights to the
non- Bum puteras for quick profits.

"Not all shares were sold back but the contracts, opportunities and



anything they got, they sold back and this naturally had hanpered t he
i npl ement ati on of the NEP," he said.

The NEP sets distribution of corporate wealth of 30 per cent for
Bum puteras, 40 per cent for non-Bum puteras and 30 per cent for
foreigners.

He said 33 years after the inplenentation of the NEP, the Bum puteras
share was only 19 per cent and even then it was because the Bum putera
institutions were given the Bum puteras' share.

Dr Mahathir said there were bound to be Bum puteras who were not happy
with the failure of the NEP to achieve its objective after 46 years of
| ndependence and would find fault, especially the fault of the governnent.

In this respect, he said the Bum puteras should admt their own m stake
and take steps to correct it.

The Prime Mnister said that if Muslins foll owed the true teachi ngs of
I slam not those tw sted by certain people for their own selfish interest,
t hey woul d have achi eved progress and success in all fields.

I n business, Miuslins would be successful if they were trustworthy,
patient, discipline, honest and sincere, he said.

He al so said the Malays started to trade off their rights and dignity
for quick profits and eventualy woul d be trading off their religion for
political victory.

"For those who traded off their religion for certain interest, they
have sinned because they have brought disaster to the Mislins, causing them
to be weak, oppressed and despised together with their religion," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the strategy and approach to devel op the country and
i nprove the standard of living of the people would be to be steel-willed
and to fornul ate own approach after anal ysi ng net hods and approaches used
by ot hers.

As a result, he said Mal aysia succeeded in proving to others that its
nmet hod was as successful or even better than others.

"The world now adnits that our nethod can overcone our problens, can
make us successful than others, conpared to the nethods used by other
peopl e, " he said.

"We can. And we can meke this country a devel oped country by 2020,
| nsyaal ah, " he sai d.

He al so noted inproved in the standard of |iving of the people and the
infrastructural facilities in the country after 46 years of |ndependence
due to the contributions of the people and the planning by the governnent.

Dr Mahathir al so said denpbcracy was for the prosperity of the people,
not sacrificing the prosperity of the people for denocracy.
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