03 OCT 2003

TI MOR LESTE HOPES FOR CONTI NUED SUPPORT FROM M SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Tinor Leste has expressed hope that
Mal aysia will continue to assist the country in its devel opment efforts,
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said today.

He told reporters that this was conveyed by President Xanana Gusnmao in
his nmeeting with Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw
her e.

He said that Gusnao, who is on a private visit to Mal aysia, had taken
the opportunity to call on Abdullah to discuss bilateral issues and matters
of conmon interest including Asean.

Qusmao al so expressed his appreciation to Mal aysia for extending
support to Tinor Leste and hoped for continued and enhanced col | aborati on

Syed Hami d said that Mal aysia was very happy with its relationship with
Ti mor Leste and would help in any way it could to provi de assi stance for
its capacity-building initiative.

He al so expects sone nenoranduns to be signed during Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's three-day visit to Tinmor Leste, from Cct
22.
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