08 JUL 2003
Tourists
TOURI ST ARRI VALS SLI DE BY 27.4 PCT TILL MAY, SAYS D-G

KUALA LUMPUR, July 8 (Bernama) -- Foreign tourists' arrivals to
Mal aysi a between January and May dwi ndl ed by 27.4 per cent to 3.8 million
from5.33 mllion in the sanme period | ast year, said Malaysia Tourism
Pronotion Board (Tourism Mal aysi a) Director-General Datuk Abdul | ah Joni d.

He said the drop was largely due to the deadly Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) which hit this region in March

Real i sing the negative inpact of SARS on Ml aysia's tourismindustry,
Tourism Mal aysia, in collaboration with Malaysia Airlines (MAS), took
positive measures to |aunch pronotions on a big scale in Wst Asian
countries and Sout heast Asian region, he said.

Anbng neasures taken were placing advertisenents in all the nedia,
especially to give confidence to the people in Wst Asia that it was safe
to visit Malaysia, he told reporters after |aunching Bernanma- Touri sm
Mal aysi a 2003 Treasure Hunt here today.

Abdul | ah represented Culture, Arts and Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Paduka
Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir at the |aunch.

Abdul | ah sai d Tourism Mal aysi a appoi nted several professional public
rel ati ons agencies in Dubai, Lebanon, Turkey and Saudi Arabia to
di ssem nate positive informati on on Ml aysi a.

Wth the neasures taken, the government and Tourism Mal aysia hoped to
achieve the 15.3 million tourists' arrival target set by Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in the 2003 Budget.

On the Bernana- Touri sm Mal aysia Treasure Hunt, Abdullah said it was
anong the supporting activities to conplenment the governnent's efforts in
pronoting domestic tourism

He sai d boosting domestic tourismwas Tourism Mal aysia's main objective
inits canpaigns

He said since the Cuti-Cuti Ml aysia programe was | aunched in 1999,
the donestic tourismindustry picked up because the canpaign to pronote
Mal aysia's scenic |ocations had attracted nmany locals to visit the pl aces.

The Bernama- Touri sm Mal aysia Treasure Hunt is jointly organi sed by the
Enpl oyees' Cl ub of the Ml aysi an National News Agency (BERNAMA) and Touri sm
Mal aysi a.
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