04 JAN 2003
Raf i dah- St ruggl e
TRANSI TI ON OF PONER WON' T LEAD TO PONER STRUGGLE

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 4 (Bernama) -- The transition of power after the
retirement of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Cctober will
not lead to a power struggle anong Umo | eaders.

Wanita Umo head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said she believed that there
woul d not be any tussle for power anong the present Umo | eaders as they
knew how to preserve party harnony and that Umo did not need any
intervention fromother parties.

Speaking to reporters after the Hari Raya gat hering organi sed by the
Petal ing Jaya Uara Wanita Umo branch and Petaling Jaya Charity and Caring
Wmen's Cub, here today she said: "Wen Pak Lah (Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) takes over as Prinme M nister in Cctober
he will decide who would be his deputy."

Conmmenting on the issue of polygany, she said the systemand | ans on
pol ygany shoul d be standardi sed so that no nmen woul d have to nove to ot her
states to have another wife.

Raf i dah, who is also International Trade and Industry M nister, said
t he non- st andardi sati on of procedures between the states woul d nake many
men wi shing to have nmore than one wife nmove to Perlis in view of the
relaxation in the conditions for pol ygany there.

She proposed that all Islamc Religious Councils and the Islamc
Rel i gi on admi nistration conmittee at the state | evel nmeet to standardise
procedures and conditions for polygany throughout the country.

She said the procedures for polyganmy nust take into consideration two
things, nanely that a man who wi shed to have anot her wife nust have valid
and strong reasons and fulfils religious requirenments.
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