17 MAY 2003
Naj i b- Aneri ca
TRAVEL ADVI SORY AGAI NST M SI A NOT BASED ON TRUE PI CTURE, SAYS NAJI B

PARI T, May 17 (Bernama) -- The United States' travel warning agai nst
Mal aysi a was not based on the actual security situation in the country,
sai d Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak today.

"1 cannot see any reason why they nust conme out with such warning," he
sai d when commenting on the US travel advisory issued agai nst Ml aysi a | ast
Wednesday.

"If they meant terrorist attacks then the risk can be anywhere. The
fact is that security risk in Malaysia is nuch | ower when conpared to that
i n devel oped nations |ike European countries or USitself."

He told reporters this after closing a Puteri Umo conmmunity progranme
at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Tel uk Kepayang, Bota Kiri, near here.

Naji b, who is the Umo vice-president, said Ml aysia had taken steps to
deal with threats posed fromterrorism |ong before the Sept 11, 2001
attack in the US

He said the Mal aysian authorities had taken swift action |like arresting
menbers of militant and extrem st groups, crippling these novenents to
ensure that they cannot |aunch any acts of terrorismin the country.

"W depl oy nore security units to safeguard Sabah when threats fromthe
Abu Sayyaf energed from sout hern Philippines,"” he said.

Najib said there was sufficient nunber of security personnel patrolling
the waters off Sabah, hence tourists to island resorts |ike Sipadan shoul d
not be concerned with security there.

Meanwhi | e i n PENANG when comrenting on the sanme issue, Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the US had a hi dden agenda when it issued the
travel advisory.

"Th US travel advisory appears to have anot her agenda apart fromthat
on security,” he told reporters after opening the TV3 Carnival 2003 at
Sungai N bong carnival site.

Dr Koh said Mal aysia had a good track record in maintaining security
and had been successful in dealing with terrorismrelated issues.

Meanwhi | e social activist Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye said the nove by US to
warn its nationals against visiting Mal aysia as politically-notivated.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad descri bed the
US as being scared of its own shadow as a result of its cruel actions.

- - BERNAMA

NER ZUL



	TRAVEL ADVISORY AGAINST M'SIA NOT BASED ON TRUE PICTURE, SAYS NAJIB (Bernama 17/05/2003)

