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TUANKU JA" AFAR WANTS GREATER EFFORTS TO ATTRACT | NVESTMENTS

KUALA PI LAH, July 19 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri
Senbi | an Tuanku Ja' afar has urged the state governnment to intensify efforts
to attract investnents although the state's economc growth is inproving.

"I believe Negeri Senbilan has unique attractions. The agriculture
sector al so needs to be strengthened further as we have plenty of
agriculture | and resources,"” he said.

"W shoul d be nore proactive in efforts to develop the agriculture
sector and shoul d not depend on the industrial sector alone. Diversifying
the state's revenues will ensure econonmic stability," he said at an
investiture in conjunction with his 81st birthday at |stana Besar Seri
Menanti, near here, today.

He al so expressed confidence that the state's tourismsector would
continue to grow, especially if the state continued to organi se nationa
and international events to attract visitors.

Tuanku Ja' afar al so wanted nore training centres and institutions of
hi gher learning (I PTs) to be built in the state to ensure that it could
continue to produce skilled workers to neet the needs of the markets.

He praised the state's elected representatives for their work,
especially in providing basic anmenities, reducing poverty, and devel opi ng
t he education and health sectors.

"I amconfident that one day the poverty rate in the state will be
reduced to zero. | pray that the governnment's noble efforts would be
successful, especially those to i nprove the people's well-being," he said.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohaned |sa Abdul Samad, in his |oyalty speech
said the state's economic growmh this year was projected at 4 to 5 percent
conpared to 4.2 percent |ast year

In the first three nonths of this year, investnments in the state
totalled RML.5 billion, conpared to RMFr67 million in the same period | ast
year, he said.

The manufacturing and agriculture sectors continued to be main engi nes
of growth, contributing 37 and 16 percent respectively to the gross
domestic product (GDP), he said.

He said the governnent was spurring growth in the agriculture and
tourismsectors, adding that the federal governnent had allocated RWV2.9
mllion for tourismpronotion and devel opnent while the state had set aside
RVA.1 million for simlar purposes.

At the cerenony, Tuanku Ja' afar presented state awards and medals to
132 people, led by forner Felda Chairman Raja Tan Sri Muhammad Alias Raja
Muhanmmad Ali, who was conferred the Darjah Seri Utana Negeri Senbil an
(SPNS), which carries the title Datuk Seri U amm

Tuanku Ja' afar's daughter-in-law Tunku M m Whi da Tunku Wahnman and
Armmy Chief Jen Datuk Wra Mhd Shahrom Nordin received the Darjah Ser
Paduka Tuanku Ja'afar Yang Amat Terpuji (SPTJ), which carries the title
Dat uk Seri .

Twent y- seven peopl e received the Darjah Datuk Setia Negeri Senbil an
(DSNS), which carries the title Datuk

They included state executive councillors Zakaria Nordin, Norhayati
Omar and T. Raj agopal u, Bahau state assenbl yman See Ah Kow, Bi oven Hol di ngs
Sdn Bhd chi ef executive Mikhriz Mahathir, Osmania Group of Conpanies
chai rman Dat uk Ham di Osman Talib, Town and Country Pl anni ng Depart nent
Director-General Abd Miutallib Jelani, and ACA Intelligence Division



Di rect or Abdul Ml ek Shei kh Abdul | ah.
Among the 31 recipients of Darjah Datuk Paduka Tuanku Ja'afar (DPTJ),

which also carries the title Datuk, were Indonesian People's Representative
Assenbly menber H. Soetan Moehamad Taufiq Thai b SH Tuanku Muda Mahkot a
Alam political secretary to the First Finance Mnister, Abdul Mutalib
Al'ias, and TV3 CEO Ahnmad Farid Ri dzuan.

Twent y- seven peopl e received the Darjah Setia Negeri Senbilan (DNS), 22
the Pingat Pekerti Terpilih (PPT) and 22 the Jaksa Pendanai .
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