13 JUN 2003
Abdul I ah- VCD
ABDULLAH URGES RECORDI NG COMPANI ES TO REDUCE VCD PRI CES

PERVATANG PAUH, June 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi
has urged recordi ng conpanies to consider reducing the prices of video
conpact discs (VCDs) to encourage people to buy the original copies.

The deputy prine nminister said recordi ng conpani es shoul d take
advant age of the lack of pirated VCDs in the market now to increase their
sal es by reducing prices.

The success of the authorities' operations against the production and
distribution of pirated VCDs had nade the illegal copies difficult to get
in the market now, he told reporters after |aunching the Taman Ara | ndah
housi ng project here today.

Abdul | ah said by selling original VCDs at |ower prices, recording
conpani es would still make profits as the volune of sales would increase.
Oiginal VCDs are currently retailed at between RVMBO and RVbO each

conpared to RVb for pirated copies.

VCD piracy is believed to have been crippled foll owi ng the integrated
operations |launched by the authorities against illegal VCD production and
di stribution.

Abdul | ah sai d one reason piracy could occur was that there was demand
from peopl e who could not afford to buy the original copies.

"If the prices are too high, piracy will occur. \Wen piracy happens,
they (recordi ng conpanies) thenselves will lose; so, it would be good for
themto reduce prices,"” said Abdullah, who is Hone M nister

Abdul | ah was al so asked about the actions of a handful of people
hol di ng posts in Umo who prevented party workers from being active in the
areas of certain individuals for fear of losing their influence.

"Al'l sorts of problens are surfacing now. The inmportant thing is that
any problemthat arises should be overcome in the interests of the party
and not to protect the interests of individuals,"” said the Umo deputy
pr esi dent .

Abdul | ah rem nded party nenbers not to go overboard in seeking to be
candi dat es.

"Don't do that and stop such actions,” he said.

He al so hoped that everyone would work hard to wrest the Pernmatang Pauh
parliamentary seat back from Parti Keadil an Nasi onal

"W will work with full confidence that we will win," he said

On the Umo General Assenbly next week, Abdullah said it would be just
anot her annual assenbly as Prine Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad wanted it this way.

"The assenbly is not a special assenbly or a farewell cerenmony for Dr
Mahat hir, who will be retiring, because Dr Mahathir wants it to be just a
normal annual assenbly," he said.
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