15 OCT 2003
A C- Book
TWO BOOKS ON DR M LAUNCHED AT O C SUW T

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Two books on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad were | aunched today in conjunction with the 10th
Organi sation of the Islamc Conference (OC) Summt at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre here.

The book entitled "Dr Mahat hir Mohamad froman Arabic & Islamc
Perspective" was witten by Dr Abdul rahi m Abdul wahid of the United Arab
Em r at es.

It was | aunched by Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

Anot her book entitled "Mahathir The Secret of the Ml aysian Success"
was | aunched by the Bosni a- Her zegovi na Anbassador to Mal aysia, Hajrudin
Somun, Who al so aut hored the book.

Speaki ng at the launch of the book witten by Dr Abdulrahim QC
Secretary- Ceneral Dr Abdel ouahed Bel kezi z said since Dr Mahat hir took the
reins of the country's |leadership in 1981, he began to lay solid
foundations for the progress of this country founded on educati on and
econony.

He said Dr Mahathir | ed a genuine political, econom c and scientific
revol utions, transform ng Mal aysia froma backward agricultural country
into a thriving and devel oped nati on.

"He turned it into a nodel followed in the devel oped and Islamc world
ali ke so much so it has cone to be known as the "Japan of the Islamc
Wrld with aliteracy rate of 93 per cent,"” he said in his speech read out
by O C Assistant Secretary-General Azzat Mifti

He said the book, witten in Arabic, would surely find a | arge echo
with the Arab readers, ranging frompoliticians to opinion |eaders in view
of the uni que and pi oneering experience which were achi eved i n Mal aysi a and
what the Arabs aspired to reach in ternms of progress, dignity and security.

Dr Abdul rahi msai d the book was not a pronotion canpai gn but was
witten after nore than 10 tinmes visiting Ml aysi a.

He sai d the book tal ked about Dr Mahathir's success in all issues and
hi s bol dness to support Islam c unity and Arab causes to face the new
chal l enges in the regional and international arena.

Haj rudin said the book, originally witten in Bosnian | anguage, is a
tribute to Dr Mahathir, Malaysia and its people, who had given great
support to Bosni a- Herzegovi na during the war.

"I came to Malaysia last year and after a fewnonths, | fell in |ove
with Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir and decided to wite a book on the great
| eader," he told reporters at the | aunch.

He said the way Dr Mahathir had devel oped Mal aysi a was a good exanpl e
to be followed by his country and Ml aysi a had shown how | sl am coul d be
suited to the nodern world

Haj rudi n al so | aunched anot her book "Bosnia Today" which he wote to
tell Mal aysi ans what Bosni a- Herzegovina is |ike today.

"By getting the true picture of his country, many nore Ml aysi an
conpanies will be keen to invest there," he added.
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