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Huhtal a - Jew sh
US AMBASSADOR SURPRI SED OVER CALL TO BOYCOTT MALAYSI A BY JEW SH LOBBY

MELAKA, Cct 23 (Bernanmm) -- The United States Anbassador to Mal aysi a,
Marie T. Huhtala, said here today that she was surprised over the call to
boycott tourismand i nvestnment in Ml aysia by a | eadi ng US-based Jew sh
| obby group whi ch had condemmed Mal aysian Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

"1 think that is an extrene step, but it is taken in reaction to the
coment made by Dr Mahathir during |last week's Summt of the Organi sation
of the Islamc Conference," she said.

Huhtal a earlier gave a RW/6, 000 grant fromthe US Anbassador's Fund for
Cultural Preservation to Badan Warisan, a heritage centre, to carry out the
restoration of a Dutch era shophouse in Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock whi ch was
conpleted in May this year

She was asked to comment on a foreign nmedia report that the influential
Si nron Wi senthal Centre had | aunched a scathing attack on Dr Mahathir after
he branded Jews "arrogant" and accused themof controlling the world by

pr oxy.
According to the report, the Centre called on investors and tourists to
avoid Malaysia until it becane clear that the | eaders who woul d succeed him

after he retires do not share his views.

"I think it may be hard for Ml aysia to understand how sensitive such
comments |ike that (by Dr Mahathir) is in the United States and (resulting
in) the outcry in newspapers and television all over ny country.

Hopeful ly we can nove beyond it and, hopefully, you ny friends in
Mal aysia will begin to understand how deeply sensitive it is for al
Americans of every religion when your Prinme Mnister nakes statements |ike
that,"” Huhtala said, adding that it was a little unfortunate that this
t hi ng had happened.

She added that she was at the Sunmit and heard the statenent being
delivered but the fact that Dr Mahathir called for an end to suicide
bonmbi ng and thi nk about the situation was very positive.

" But Jews ruling the world by proxy and Jews getting people to fight
and die for them I'msorry that was going too far," she said.

She hoped that this controversy would not have a |l asting inpact on the
ties between the two countries.

"But | think it is inmportant for both sides to really understand why
the statement that Dr Mahathir nmade was so offensive to us.

"If we can do that, | think we can make a | ot of progress and |'m
wor ki ng very hard to nmend our ties," she said.

On the new Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, taking
office at the end of the nonth, she said he "was a very distingui shed man
and we have known himfor a long tinme.

"And | think he would do a wonderful job," Huhtal a said.
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