24 MAR 2003
Parlianment-Iraq (Youth)
UWNO, PAS YOUTH TO ORGANI SE JO NT PROGRAMVES TO CONDEMN | RAQ ATTACK

KUALA LUMPUR, March 24 (Bernama) -- Ummo Youth and PAS Youth today
agreed to jointly organi se progranmes to voice the strong opposition of
Mal aysi ans over the attack on Irag by the United States and its allies.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the first joint
effort by the two novenents was to send a protest note to the US Enbassy
here tonorrow.

"A neeting has been arranged with the enbassy. | and PAS Youth chief
Mahfuz (Orar) and friends from ot her non-governnental organi sations will
present the voice of Ml aysians regardl ess of race, religion and politica
i deol ogy," he told a joint nedia conference at Parlianent | obby.

He said the protest note was to tell the US Governnent that its action
and that of its allies on Iraq did not receive the support and bl essi ngs of
the i nternational community.

"Qur stand is clear to condenn and criticise in the strongest terns
possi bl e the invasion of Iraq by the US and its allies.

"W are thinking howto further project our joint stand apart from
organi si ng protests programes which we will draw up together," he said.

He said the neeting with US Anbassador to Malaysia Marie T. Huhtala is
scheduled to be held after 1pm

H shanmuddi n and Mahfuz said they would invite other political parties
tojoinin the protest march to the enbassy.

H shanmuddi n sai d he was touched by PAS support and with that the two
parties could nove in one voice to put forth Ml aysi an people's stand.

Mahfuz said the war issue was a normal issue that touched on the val ues
of the gl obal humanity val ues whi ch nmust be supported by all groups as
stated by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"In this issue, we hope the opposition will not be nmerely in the form
of meeting but must be translated into practical action,” he said.

Mahfuz said the opposition would be nore practical if efforts were nmade
to instil awareness anong Ml aysi ans to change their |ifestyle by sheddi ng
the influence of Anmerican lifestyle.

He said the international comunity nust boycott Anmerican econom c
interests and this should be seen fromthe aspect of the purchasi ng power
the international comrunity had.

It is hoped that Ml aysia as Chairman of the Non-Aligned Moyvenent (NAM
could | obby with maj or powers which opposed the Iraq war |ike Gernmany and
China to bring the US and its allies before the International Crimnal
Court in the Hague, Netherlands for judgnent.

On the Peace Mal aysi a canpai gn, Hi shammuddin said it was not an Umo's
initiative but a Ml aysi an people's canpaign and that any political party
coul d participate in the programres.
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