31 OCT 2003
U S. HOUSE OF REPS PASSES RESOLUTI ON, REPUDI ATI NG DR MAHATHI R S REMARKS

By: Sal my Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, COct 31 (Bernama) -- The United States House of
Representati ves has passed a resolution repudiating the recent anti-Semtic
remarks by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (OC) leaders sunmt in Putrajaya.

The resol uti on passed on Thursday ni ght, co-sponsored and introduced on
OCct 21 by four nmenmbers of the house, is non-binding, but it records the
sense of congressional nenbers regarding the Dr Mahathir's controversi al
remar ks about Jews.

A Senate resol ution was passed on Oct 17 which called on the president
of the U.S. to condemn the anti-Semtic sentinents expressed by the
Mal aysia's fourth prinme minister, who retired Friday, in a speech delivered
at the 57th O C leaders' sumit in Kuala Lunpur.

Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was sworn in today as Malaysia's fifth
Prime M nister, taking over fromDr Mahathir, who has hel ned the nation for
22 years.

The house's resolution, alnbst simlar in content with the senate
version, notes that Dr Mahathir "has becone notorious over the years for
his overt anti-semtismand opposition to the State of Israel."

It notes that the rhetoric, characterising Jews as the "enemy" who
"rule the world by proxy" is neither "excused nor rationalised" and that Dr
Mahat hir's remarks are despi cable and could serve to incite further
sectarian viol ence."

The resol ution calls upon other governnents and international bodies,
not ably the European Union to "condem these remarks as dangerous
i ncitement."
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