28 AUG 2003
Yout h- Educat i on
UWNO YOUTH REACHI NG QUT TO CREATE AWARENESS ON EDUCATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 28 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth will intensify progranmes
to create greater awareness on the inportance of education, especially
anong primary school pupils and parents.

Umo Yout h chief Datuk H shanmmuddi n Tun Hussein said this was ai nmed at
keepi ng the educati on agenda of the Ml ays on track

"Umo Youth will go to the ground to create early awareness in primary
school s on the inportance of education, skills and know edge, and to give
gui dance through the Gol den Tuition Progranmre for English, Mathematics and
Science," he told reporters after a cerenony to sign letters of undertaking
on Umo Youth's Education Fund |loan facility here today.

He said this when asked how Umo Youth woul d respond to Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad's dare to the younger generation of nales to increase
their enrolment at local institutions of higher Iearning to bring the
gender ratio to 50:50.

The Prinme M nister, when opening the Universiti Teknol ogi Mara Merdeka
Festival on Tuesday, said that the current ratio was 70:30 in favour of
femal e students.

Students and parents would al so be told that joining the work force
i medi ately after school would not be the best option although it mnight
seemattractive, he said

They woul d have a better future by going for higher education and
acquiring skills and nore know edge, he said.

He said the novenent woul d al so focus on increasing the nunber of
Bum putera students in private coll eges and hel ping to overconme the probl em
of unenpl oynent anong graduates due to a m snmatch between their course
speci al i sati on and mar ket demands.

On the loan facility, he said the RM6.4 nmillion Education Fund woul d be
used to finance about 700 students.

The fund was set up with the cooperation of 19 coll eges under the
Mal aysi an Private Col |l eges Associ ati on and anot her 19 under the Nationa
Associ ation of Private Educational Institutes.

At the nonent, 19 students have been given | oans totalling RvB50, 000 --
si x taking degree courses, 10 di pl oma courses and three A-Level progranmes.
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