10 JUL 2003
Mahat hi r - U anms
ULAMAS' GUI DANCE KEY TO RESTORE GLORY OF | SLAM SAYS DR M

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
stressed that bringing back the past glory of the Islamc civilisation
hi nges very nmuch on ul amas gui di ng the unmah through correct interpretation
of Islam

The Prime Mnister said that being the nost influential people anbng
the Muslimummah, ul amas were capabl e of changing the Muslimmnd in any
direction.

"If you decide that you want to renove the shanme of being | ooked down
upon and trodden under by those who are agai nst us, then you nust tell us
that you want us to do everything possible to restore our past glory and
our great civilisation," he said.

The ul amas, he said, would have to nake this decision which should be
reached on consensus so that different interpretations would not split the
ummah further.

"That is your collective duty to Islamand the ummah," he said in his
usual blunt delivery when opening the Wrld Conference of Islam c Schol ars
her e.

Speaki ng before some 900 Muslimscholars and thinkers from 33
countries, Dr Mahathir said the sad fate of the Muslins today was the
result of the umah's own doing, including failure to practise the true
teachi ngs of |slam

Underscoring the inportant role of ulamas in the revival of the Muslim
community, he said they could notivate the unmah towards achi evi ng progress
and strength.

"Achieving all the things that our detractors have achi eved is not
difficult. But we need to be pointed in the right direction. The ul amas can
help us to do this," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms could regain their past glory if they were
orientated towards having all the skills and know edge to nake the Islamc
way of life or "Addin" adm red, respected and held in awe by others.

He said Muslins woul d never be able to bring back the honour and the
respect for Islamand thensel ves unl ess they becane capabl e agai n of
def endi ng the communi ty.

"It is for the Muslinms to act to resuscitate their religion and bring
back the past glory of the Islamc civilisation,” he said.

The Prime M nister said ulams nust guide themin this endeavour but
the actual work nust be done by Muslins qualified in various skills as it
woul d be "disastrous if the learned in one field assunme they are experts in
every field."

Noting that the salvation for Miuslins would not be achieved by blindly
killing innocent people, Dr Mahathir said it would depend much on their
ability to plan and execute a | ong-term devel opnent plan and to excel in
all fields.

Conceding that their rehabilitation process would take a long tine, he
said Muslins nmust be patient but, God willing, they would succeed in the
end.

"W nust prove to the world that Islamis not an obstacle to progress,
that Islamis areligion for all tines, that Islamis a religion of peace
and stability, that Islamcan co-exist in a world where Mislins nake up
only one-si xth of humanki nd," he added.

Dr Mahathir al so cautioned Muslinms not to accept as genui ne everyone



who clained to be an ul ama as nany sel f-decl ared ul amas were pretenders
with their own self-interest agenda.

"These pretenders have confused the Muslims so much that frequently
their practices can hardly be regarded as Islanmic," he said.

He spoke at length on the disunity anmong the Muslins as a result of the
different teachings and interpretations of |slam

"Differences in Islamis healthy and permtted but surely not to the
extent of condemming others as infidels, kafir and to war agai nst each
other, formng alliances with non-believers to fight fellow Miuslins," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir al so del ved on political I|slamwhich used the religion for
political ends, resulting in the deliberate msinterpretation of Islamto
justify and support political agendas.

"Thus political Islam sts go so far as to declare that anyone who does
not support their political parties as infidels, kafir and will go to hel
inthe afterlife," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this frightened a | ot of ignorant people into
supporting themand such was the fanatical commtment of the supporters
that even obvious nmisinterpretations by their | eaders were accepted by
t hem

He said the supporters even readily believed when the | eaders of
political Islamdeclared that Allah used filthy and obscene words and was a
gangst er.

"Yet others interpret Al-Mitagabir differently, as Allah the Great, the
possessor of greatness. The | anguage of the bazaar cannot be applied to
Al | ahu Akbar," he said.

Touching on terrorism Dr Mahathir said although Muslins suffered nuch
more fromterror, only Muslins and Islamwere |inked to terrorismwhile the
religions of non-Miuslinms who committed acts of terror were not menti oned.

He said Muslins nust ask thensel ves why they had to endure this
hunmi | i ation and why they had becone so weak and incapabl e of standing up
for their rights.

"Far frombeing a world power, we, the one billion over Miuslins, are
easily oppressed by non-Mislins, easily defeated in war and are forced to
accept foreign rule and forei gn hegenony," he said.

The t hree-day event ends on Saturday.
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