16 OCT 2003
Naj i b- Leaders
LONG SERVI NG LEADERS SHOULD CONSI DER STEPPI NG DOAN, SAYS NAJIB

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 16 (Bernanmm) -- Long-serving |eaders in the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) should consider stepping down to nmake way for new and younger
ones, said Umo Vice-President Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

He said it wouldn't do them any good to stay on longer as it would
affect the party's performance and well-being in the eyes of the people.

Speaking to reporters during lunch break at the 10th Organisation O
Islam c Conference (OC) Sunmmit here, Najib, who is Defence Mnister, said
this was nore in tune with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad' s
rem nder that |eaders were not "indi spensable".

"This issue carries too nuch polemics, especially on the real

definition of veteran which is still not clear as it has different neanings
to different people.

“If we call them veterans, there will be some who will feel offended.
So, the way | see it, if you can no |longer contribute to the party, it's
better to step down. But if you feel you can still contribute that is up to

you and the party to decide," he said.

Naji b was comenting on Dr Mahathir's call to long-serving |eaders to
step down during an exclusive interview with Bernanma on Tuesday.

In the interview, the Prime Mnister, who is also Umo President, said
| ong-serving |l eaders should nake way for new | eaders and contribute to the
party in other ways, such as assisting younger |eaders to canpaign during
el ecti ons.

Meanwhil e in KUALA LUVPUR, M C President Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
he would carry on leading the party for as long as M C nenbers wanted him
to.

"It all depends on the party nmenbers because it is their right," he
sai d when asked to conmment on Dr Mahathir's call.

Sany, who is also Wrks Mnister, said he retained the M C Presidency
uncontested |ast March 8 and will continue to lead the party for as long as
he was needed.

On his position in the Cabinet, Sany said it was the prerogative of the
Prime Mnister.
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