20 APR 2003
Naj i b- PAS
UVNO- PAS CAN COOPERATE ON CERTAI N MATTERS, SAYS NAJI B

PARI T, April 20 (Bernama) -- Umo and PAS share a comopn stand on
certain matters concerning the interests of the country and Muslins, Umo
vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He hoped that this understandi ng woul d hel p reduce the di spute between
the two parties.

"The PAS acting president's statement on the prime mnister proves that
PAS, in certain matters, is aware that the prinme mnister's | eadership has
saved the country's integrity frombeing conprom sed," he told reporters
after opening the Parit Umo Division del egates neeting in Lanbor Kanan,
near here.

He was commenting on PAS acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang's
statenent that he was inpressed with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
handl i ng of foreign policies and was willing to defend himif foreign
powers tried to interfere in the country's internal affairs.

Abdul Hadi was al so quoted as saying that he respected the prine
m nister for his boldness in rejecting aid by the International Mnetary
Fund (I MF) during the 1997-1998 econom c cri sis.

Najib said Umo' struggle to protect the country's integrity and the
governnent's opposition to the Irag war had attracted the attenti on of PAS
| eaders.

In ALOR GAJAH, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Muhamad Miuhanmad Tai b sai d
Hadi should admt that Umo's struggles were based on the true Islanmc
struggl e.

"If Hadi hinmself as the PAS | eader has admitted that Dr Mahathir, who
is Umo president, has discharged his duties properly on Mal aysia's foreign

policies, |I think the question of internal affairs is also the sane,” he
told reporters after opening the Alor Gajah Umo del egates neeting in
Masj i d Tanah

Muhamad urged PAS nenbers to consider joining Umo to strengthen Ml ay
unity.

"Hadi, do not just support one half and not support the other half
...actually in his heart he adnmts that Umo's struggle is according to
I slam c principles,” he said.

I n Kl uang, Suprene Council menber Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said
si nce Hadi had acknow edged the effectiveness of governnment policies, it
woul d be better for PAS to be dissolved so that its nmenbers could join Umo
to avoid any conflict.
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