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Khal il - El ecti on
UWNO READY FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA KANGSAR, April 26 (Bernamm) -- Based on preparations nade by the
party's branches and divi sions nationwi de, Umo is now ready for the com ng
general election, said Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob.

He said the state of readi ness was based on reports submtted fromthe
Supreme Council (MI) nenbers, elected representatives, party branches and
divisions apart fromthe regular reports submtted by MI menbers appoi nted
to nonitor devel opnments in certain states.

Khalil said the divisions had stated that they were now ready to face
the general election, last held in 1999, even though the current Dewan
Rakyat termonly expired next year.

"W are prepared but the election date is up to the |leadership (to
decide)," he said after opening the Kual a Kangsar Umo del egat es conference
her e today.

Khalil said this state of readi ness was achi eved due to the Umo's
i ntensi ve programes held since the | ast general election including courses
and training for menbers and party canpai gners.

He said the people's support for Umo had gradually increased based on
the public response at the visits by party |eaders especially Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi .

"Qur | eaders have been given grand wel cone including in Kelantan and
Terengganu. This is another sign that we are ready," he said.

Khal il said Umo had been growing fromstrength to strength by staging
various programmes and now with the existence of Puteri Umo, had attracted
young wonen to join the party.

"Previously PAS claimed that it had attracted the younger generation
and professionals. But it is now under pressure due to the fine perfornmance
by Puteri Umo which not only hold political progranmes but al so education
and wel fare activities," he said.

Khalil said Umo's nove to register nore nmenbers as voters had recei ved
good response and the latest party menbership rolls would be on display at
the party's general assenbly in JUne.
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